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Straight and Zealous in 


Mr. John Livingſton. 


Father was Mr. Milllam Living ſton, firſt Miniſter 
at Monybroch where he entered in the Year 1600, 
and thereafter was tranſported about the Year 
1614, to be Miniſter at Lanerk, where he Died 
in the Year 1641, being 65 Years old. His Father 
was Mr. Alexarder Livingſion, alſo at Monytroch, 


| who was a near Relation to the Houſe of Calen- 


der. His Father who was Killed at Pinkieficdd 
Anno 1547, being a Souldier of my Lord Li- 


rvinęſtox s Regiment, who thereaſter was dignified 


to be Earl of Linlitigcw. My Father was 
the Work of Reformation, and for his Non- 


ſubmiſſion to the Canons and Ceremonies, was depoſed and deprived of 
his Miniftry, both at Monybroch, and alſo at Lazerk. ; 

My Mother was Agnes Livingſtoun, Daughter of Alexander Living. 
ſton Portioner of C-——- of the Houſe of Duni face, ſhe was a rare patern 
of Godlineſs and Vertue, She Died in the Year 1517, being about 32 


Tears of Age. She left 


3 Sons and 4 Daughters. I was Born in Mony. 
roch in Stirling Shire the 5 


21 of June 160g. 


PE RIO D Id. 


The firſt Period of my Life, I reckon from my Birth to the Day I 
firſt Preached in Publick, which was in January 2d 1625. Having at 
Home learned to Read and Write: I was ſent inthe Year 1613 to Stir. 
lang to a Latine School, with Mr. William Wallace a good Man and learn- 
ed Humanity-Schoolmaſter; where 1 ſtaid till Summer 16190, at which time 
J was ſent for, to come to be preſent with my Mother Dying October 
1617. I was ſent to the Colledge of Glaſeow, where I ſtayed ſome four 
Years; I paſſed Mr. of Arts July 1621. Aſter that I ſtayed in my Fathers 
in Lanerk till I began to Preach. During this Time J obſerved the Lords 
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great goodneſs, that T was Born of ſuch Parents, who taught me ſome- 


what of God ſo ſoon as I was capable to underſtand any thing; I had 
great cares anent my Salvation when I was but yet very Youngs ILhad 
the advantage of the Acquaintance and Example of many gracious Chri- 
ſtians, who uſed to reſort to my Father's Houſe, eſpecially at Comm. 
nion occaſions: fuch as Mr. Robert Bruce, and ſeveral other godly Mini- 
ſters, the rare Counteſs of Migioun Lady Lillias Graham, who alſo at my 
Baptiſm defired my Name, becauſe her Father, her Husband and eldeſt 
Son were all of that Name; the Lady Culroſ5, the Lady Bantone and 
ſundry others: It is remarkable, that Mr. Waliam Wallace came but a 
ſhort while to Sling before 1 was ſent thither to School, and the Year. 
after I left the School, he alſo left that Charge: Likewiſe worthy Mr. 
Robert Y Y of Trechridge, was but lately come from Soner in France, to 
be Principal in the Colledge of Glaſgow when J went thither, and went 
from the Colledge the Year after I left it. The while I was in Stirling, 
Mr. Patrick Simpſon was Miniſter there, a Man Learned, Godly, and 
very faithfull in the Cauſe of God; and in Glaſgow, I heard Mr. John 
Bell a grave ſerious Man, and Mr. Robert Scot, who alſo was once de- 
© -. poſed for oppoſing the Corruptions of the Time. The firſt Year I went 
to Slirling School I profited not much, and was often beaten by the School- 
malier, and it happened that one Day he had beat me on the Cheek with 
a Stick, ſo that it ſwelled, that ſame Day my Father came oo 
ally to Town, and ſeeing my Face ſwoln chode with the Maſter, tat he 
had a chief Hand to bring him to that Place, and ſhould he uſe me ſo? 
the Maſler promiſed to forbear beating of me, and I profited a great deal 
more in my Learning after that; and when about September 1616 1 with 
the reſt of my equals, had gone through all the Latine and Greek that was 
taught in the School, and ſo were ready to go to the Colledge, and my 
Father came to bring me home for that end: The School-Maſter prevailed 
with my Father, T being ſo young, and the Maſter having hopes of my pro- 
| ficiency, that I ſhould ſtay yet one other Year, and tis another Bay and 
1 itayed an other Year. We for the moſt part read by our ſelves in a little 
Chamber above the School, the Maſter furniſhirig us Books, where we went 
through moſt part of the choiſe Latine Writers, both Poets and others, and 
that Year was to me the large moſi profitable Year 1 had at the Schools, 
only in my 3d Year at the Colledgę of Glaſgow, I read more than I think | 
1 did any Year ſince: I was then under theOverfight of precious Mr. Robert 
Blair, who for two Years was my Regent: And having gotten ſome ground- 
ing in the Logicks and Metaphificks, and the Subtilties of the Schoolmemt, a 
vain deſire to be above my equals, prompted me to more diligence, in many 
things whereunto my mind was very bent, the 1 diſ.ppointed me, 
and always to my, greater Advantage. Aſter 1 pafled my Courſe in the 


5 Colledge, 


a ̃¶ C — — — — 


rr. e ae 


again intermit. 


Colledge of Glaſgow in the ag 


; LS 
Colledge, I had a great mind to the ſtudy of the Scholaſticks, and there. 
fore was deſirous to ſpend ſome time as a Regent in the Colledge, and 
for that end, a Place being Vacant in the Colledge of Glaſgow, IH udied 
hard and prepared to Diſpute for the Place, but when the time came I heard 
that one without any Diſpute was Placed. Becauſe in the Winter of my 
laſt Year of the Colledge, I had been long detained under Phyſicians or. 
Chirurgions with a Fiftula in my Leg: In which time Mr. Robert Boyd 
had taught the reſt in my Claſs ſome Hebrew, being grieved at that loſs, I 
began in my Father's Houſe by my private Study, to attain to ſome Know- 
ledge of the Hebrew, which thereatter by time I ſomewhat encreaſed, I 
do not remember the time or means particularly, whereby the Lord at firſt 
wrought upon my Heart. when I was but very young I would ſometimes Pray 
with ſome feeling, and read the Word with delight ; but thereafter did often 
intermit any ſuch Exerciſe, I would have 1ome challenges and begin, and 
I remember. the firſt time that ever I Communicated at the 
Lord's Table was in Sling, when I was at School, where fitting at the 
Table, and Mr. Patric Simtſon exhorting before the diſtribution, there 
came ſuch a trembling upon me that all my Body ſhook, yet thereafter the 


fear and Trembling departed; and I got ſome comfort and aſſurance. I had 
no inclination to the Miniitry, till a Year or more after I had paſſed my Coun *- 


in the Colledge, and that upon this occation; I had a bent defire to give my 
ſelf to the Knowledge and Practice of Medicine, and was very earneſt to 


go to France for that purpoſe and propuunded it to my Father, that I might 


obtain his conſent, but he refuſed the tame. 
Father having before purchiſed ſome Land in the Pariſh of Monybrocb, 
the Rights whereof were taken in my Name, and that Land by ill Neighbours 
being in a manner laid waſte, and Sir }V:1[zan Livingſton of Kilſyth one of the 
Lords ot Sethon, being very deſirous to buy that Land, that he might build 
a Burgh of Barony upon it at 'Burz/de, my Father propounded that I ſhould 
go and dwell on that Land and Marry; but finding that that courſe would 


divert me from all ſtuddy of Learning. 1 refuſed that offer, and rather 


agreed to the Selling of it, altho' I was not yet Major to ratiſie the Sale. 
Now being in theſe ſtraits I reſolved, that 1 would ſpend a Day my alone 


betore God, and knowing of a ſecret Cave on the ſouth fide of Mole He, 


a little above the Houſe of Jer viſwood, overagainlt Clegorn-word, I went 
t icher, and after many tos and fro's, and much confuſion, and fear anent 
the ftate of my Soul, I thought it was made out unto me, that I behoved 
to Preach Chriſt Jeſus, which if I did not, I ſhonld have no aſſurance of 
Salvation. Upon this I laid afide all thoughts of Fance, and Medicine, and 
Land, and betook-me to the ſtudy of Divinity, I was from my Infancy 
bred with an averſion to Epi/cofacy and Ceremonies. While ] was in the 
1619, being as I think, the firſt Year that 
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Kneeling at the Communion was brought in there, I being with ſome two or 
three more of the young Men at the Colledge, ſet down among the People 
at the Table, and Mr. Janes Law that pretended Biſhop of Glaſgow coming 
to celebrate the Communion, he urged all the People to fall down and K neel; 
ſome did ſo, we ſat ſtill; he came to us commanding us to Kneel or to de- 

art: Somewhat I ſpoke to him but do not remember perfely what I ſaid, 
it was to this purpoſe; That there was no Warrant for Kneeling, and for 
want of it, we ought not to be Excommunicated from the Table of. the Lord. 
He cauſed ſome of the People about us to riſe that we might have place to re- 
move, which we did, The next Day the Principal Mr. Robert Boyd called 
me to him and ſaid, within two or three Weeks, he would celebrate the Com- 
munion at Govasn, for he was Miniſter at Govas, and deſired me that 
whom knew to be well affected of the young Men in the Colledge, I would 
bring with me to him; altho” he was a Man of a ſour like diſpoſition & carriage, 
I always found him fo kind and familiar as made me wonder: ſometimes he 
would call me and {ome other three or four, and lay down Books before us, 
and have us fing Tunes of Mufick, wherein he took great delight. The 
firſt Chriſtian Acquaintance and Society whereby I got any benefite, was 
with a Religious Gentleman Willian: Cunningham Tutor of Bonytoun, who 
uſed to be oft at my Fathers Houſe, ſeveral times he and Jobn Wier of 
" Stockbridges, Alexander Tenant, Janes Wier, George Matthew, and David 
Matthew, who were Pack men, would meet in my Chamber in Lazerk, 
where we uſed to fpend ſome time in Conference and Prayer. 
| | PERIOD IId. 

The ſecond Period. of my Life, I reckon from the Time I Preach'd in 
publick, till the Time I was ſettled in the Miniſtry in Killincbie in Jreland, 
ior having begun to Preach in of ane 1625, I ccntinued in my Fathers Houſe 
in Lane x, and for the ſpace of an Year and an halt or ſome more, I ſtudied 
there and Preached, ſometimes there, and ſometimes inſome Neighbouring. 
Kirks, during which time, I wrote all my Sermons before I Preached them 
word by word, till one Day being to Preach after the Communion of Suod- 

ger, and having in readineſs only a Sermon which I had Preached one day 
efore in another Kirk, and perceiving ſeverals to be at uod quen, who had 
been at the other Kirk, I reſolved to chuſe a new Text, and having but lit- 
tie time, wrote only ſome Notes of the Heads 1 was to deliver, yet I found 
at that time, more aſſiſtance in the in larging of theſe points, and more motion 
in my own Heart, than ever I had found before, and aiter that I never wrote 
all at length but only Notes. About April 1626, Fwas ſent for by my Lord 

Kennure to come to Galloway, in reference to a Call to the Pariſh of And oth, 

Which at that time was not a Pariſh by it ſelf, but a part of another Pariſh, 
either had a Church builded; they offered before Auguſt next, to have it 
dis joined, and a Church builded, and a Stipend ſettled, and defired that I 3 
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ſtay there in the mean time; I was not willing to ſtay at that time, there be- 
ing no appearance that I could Preach in the mean time : Therefore they 
ee]; 8 deſired, that if they got theſe things performed before Auęuſt, that upon a Call 
de- MI would return thereunto; I condeſcenfded, but {ome difficulties coming in the 
aid, N way, they got not theſe things ſo ſoon done, and therefore in Harveſt firſt I 
| for I barkened to a Call to Typhicben, but thereafter the Lord provided a great 
ord, deal better for them, for they got that worthy Servant of Jeſus Chriſt Mr. 
Samuel Rutherford, whoſe praiſe is in all the Reformed Churches; and Job- 


led ſerved afterwards, that ſeveral Pariſhes whereunto I had a motion of a Call 
om. and was hindered, either by obſtruction from the Bithops, or thereafter re- 


hat fuſed to be tranſported by the Gencral Aſſembly, yet theſe Pariſhes were far 
better provided; For Lieth got Mr. David Forreſt, again Kirkaldy got Mr. 
Robert Douglaſs, Glajgow got precious. Mr. James Durbam; Anirum in Ire- 
land got Mr. Archbald Ferguſon, Newtoun there got Mr. Jobs Greg, and Kill. 
inchie there got Mr. Michael Bruce. But at that ſhort time I was in Galloway 
I got acquaintance with my Lord Kenmure and his Religious Lady, and ſe- 


veral worthy experienced Chriftians, as Aexander Cordon of Earijtoun, Alex- 


ther, and Alexander Gordon of Garluk, John Gordon of Barſxeoch, the Laird 
of Careltoun, Tullertoun, Jobs Madam and Chriſtian M*adam of Warerhead, 
Marios M*naught in Kirkudbright, and ſeveral others, for I Preached at a 
Communion in Borgue, where were many good people that came out of Kirk. 
cudbright, and was at ſome private meetings with ſome of the forementioned 
in in Garlurk, and in the Airds, where Carlſtoun then dwelt. In Harveſt 1625 T 
1d, was deſired by my Lord Tirpbichen, to come to his Houſe in Calder, and be- 
uſe ing deſired by the aged Miniſter of Tirphiches to Preach there; aſter two or 
ied three Weeks, the Pretbytrie of Linkitheow kept a Viſitation in that Church, 
ing where I got a joint Call by the Pariſh and PresLytrie, and the old Miniſter, 
and by my Lord Tirphichen Patron of the Pariſh and maſter of the Land, to 
od. be Miniſter there, the old Miniſter died within a moneth or two; I Preached 
ay there a whole Year, and found ſeveral times the Lord's preſence with me in 
ad MK Preaching, otherways than I had found before. Means were uſed by the Pariſh 
lit- and the Lord Tirpb:cbes, that I might be admitted and ſettled there. The 
nd MK Prevbyterie, altho' ſome of them were but corrupt Men, ſhewed themſelves 
on willing thereumo: But Mr. John Spo;ſwood pretended Biſhop of St. Andres 
te KEftopped all, becauſe of my Non conformity; and when the Earl of Linjib- 
rd go, and Lord Txphbichcn and ſome others, dealt with him on my behalf (for 
th, even at that time ſome few by moyen, were ſuffered to enter the Miniſtry 


h ; without canformity) he pretended that notwithitanding of my Non conſor- 

it mity, he ſhould not hinder my entrance in ſome other Place, but that was pro. 

11d ; miſed to one Mr. George Hanna, who thereafter was intruded upon that poor 
People, and the report went, that either Mr. George, or his Brother Mr. Ja nies, 


had 


ander Gordon of Knockgray, Alexander Gordon of Ryockbrex, John his Bro- 
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had given the Biſhop, or ſome abont him, 500 Merks Scots, to get that Placs; 
This oppoſition and tear of diſappointment, made the People more deſirous 
to hear the Word, and this deſire to hear, I thought made, that the Lord fur- 
niſhed the more to be Preached to them, eſpecially toward the end; for about 
October 1627, the Presbyterie of Lithgow wrote to me, to deſiſt from Preaching 
any more at Tiyphichen, and I found the two or three laſt Sabbaths J Preach- 
ed there, the ſweeteſt Sabbaths, altho* ſorrowful, that I had ſeen in that Place. 
When I was thus forced to leave Tzrphichen, and was reſolved to return to my 
Father's Houſe in Laner&, and had only gone to take my leave of my Uncle 
William Livegſto/fin Falkirk, being anxious anent the Caſe of Tirphicher, 
and my own want of imployment, when [ had ſent away before me to La: 
ner the Boy that waited on me and keeped my Horſe, being minded within 
half an Hour to follow, I got Letters from the Counteſs of Migtoun from Cum- 
re nald, that was fix Miles diſtant,defiring that I would come thither to be preſent 
with her Mother the Counteſs of Lixlithgoœm who was a dying, and had been 
all her Days a Papiſt, but ſome while before had deſerted that Religion. 
When I came thither, the Earl of Migfoun and ſhe propounded, that ſeeing 
their Houſe was fixyMiles from their Pariſh Church, and ſeveral of their 
 'Jenants might come to hear Sermon in their Houſe, and that it was but roor 
12-Miles diſtant from Trrphichan, and ſo ſome of them alſo might come, that 
] would ſtay with them, and at leaſt in the Winter time, Preach in the Hall of 
Cumernald to the Family and ſuch as came, untill other occafion of imploy- 
ment offered: Whereunto I condeſcended. Thus untill Auguſt 1630, at which 
time I went to Ireland; I continued more than two Years and an half moſt 
part inthe Houſe of the Earl of Wigroun, but that ſometimes I ſtayed ſome 
while with my Father in Lazerk, and moſt part of theſe Summers I was tra- 
veling from Place to Place, according as I got invitations to Preach, and e- 
ſpecially at Communions in Lazerk, Juin, New-milns, Kinniel. Culroſs, Lar- 
our, and the Sols, and ſeveral other places: I Preached ſometimes alſo at 
Gliſgow for Mr. Robert Scot, he Died the 28 of January 1629. I was with 
him ſeveral times on his Death-bed, One time in preſerice of many, ſpeaking 
of the Biſhops and Ceremonies, he ſaid, heir Wicked and Corrupt courſes my 
Soul abbors, and my comfort is that God withheld me from them; / od lengthen 
my Days, 1 ſhall not be ſo ſparing as Iba ve been: To gain eaſe I diſhonoured EE 
God; andalitile before his Death, having lain ſome while in a kind of it 
Trance, he awaked, and taking of his Night-Cap, threw it to the Bed foot, 2 
and cryed out, I ha ve now ſeen the Lord, and heard him ſay, ſet a Hool and © 
make way for ty faithſub Servant My. Robert Scot. And after a ſhort while a 
he died. The Pariſh of Shots, bordered on the Pariſh of Tirtbichen, where 
they ſometimes reſorted, and I was ſeveral times invited by Mr, 27008 Hance . 
Miniſter of Mo, to Preach there. In that Place I uſed to find more li- 1 
berty in Preaching than elſewhere, yea, the only Day in all my Life #1 
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wherein I found moſt of the preſence of God in Preaching, was on a 
Mzunday after the Communion, Preaching in the Church-yeard of Sho“, 
Ju ne 21 1630, The Night before T had been with ſome Chriſtians, who fpent 
the Night in Prayer and Conference. When I was alone inthe Fields about 
8 or 9 of the Clock in the Morning, before we were to go to Sermon, there 
came ſuch a miſgiving of Spirit upon me, confidering my unwortlfineſs and 
weakneſs, and the multitude and expectation of the People, that I was con- 
ſulting with my ſelf to have ſtolen away ſome where, and declined that Days 
Preaching, but that I thought I durſt not ſo far diſtruſt God, and ſo went to 


Sermon, and got good aſſiſtance about one Hour and an half upon the Points 


which I had meditated, on Ezek. 36. 25, 26. Then will T ſprinkle clean wa- 
ter uton you, and ye floall be clean from all your filthineſs, and from all your 
Idols will I cleanſe you. 4 new Heart alſo will I give you, and a new 
Spirit will J put within you; and I will take away the ſtouny Heart out of 
yaur Fleſh, and I will give you a Heart of Fleſb: And in end, offering to 
cloſe with fome words of Exhortation, I was led on about an Hours time, in 
a ftrain of Exhortation and Warning, with ſuch Liberty aud melting of 
Heart, as I never had the like in Publick all my Life time. Some little of 
that ſtamp remained on the T. baer after when I Preached in Kilmarnock; 
but the very Monday following, Preaching in Irvive, I was ſo deſerted, that 
the Points] had meditated and written, and had them fully in my memory, I 
was not for my Heart able to get them pronounced. So it pleaſed the Lord 
to counterballance his dealings, and hid pride from Man, This ſo diſcourag- 
ed-me, that I was upon reſolution for ſome. time, not to Preach, at leaſt nof 
in Irvine; but Mr. David Dickſon would not ſuffer me to go from thence till 


I Preached the next Sabbath, To get (as he expreſſed it) a mends of the 


Devil. I ſtaid and Preached with fome tollerable freedom. By reaſon of 
this going from Place to Place, in a Summer time, I got acquaintance with 


many of the Godly and able Miniſters and Profeſſors of Scotland; which 


proved to me a great advantage. The Miniſters chietly were, Maſters Robert 
# Bruce, who had been Miniſter in Edinburgh, John Scrimgeor who had been 
at Kingorn, John Chalmers of Axchterdean, 2 Dykes of Anſtruther, William 
Scot of Comer, Alexander Henderſon of Lencher, John Row of Garnock, 
John Ker of Preſton, James Greg of New-milns, John Fergusſhel of Ouch- 
iltrie, Robert Scot of Glaſgow, Janes Ingles of Dalzel, and ſome others; 
and of Profe ſſors, William Rigg of Aithernie, the Laird of Hallh/!l, the 
Laird of Croſthill, the E Ceſſnock, Rowallen, ohn 
Stuart Proveſt of Air, William Roger Merchant there, Jobs Mea the! 
chant in Edinburgh, Jobs Hamilton Apothecary there, James Murray Writ. 
er, the Counteſſes of Eglintoun and Lowdon, the Ladys Boyd, Robertlaxd, 
Culroſs her Siſter, Moywhanny, Hallhill, Raith, Innertail, and many others, 
| all whoſe memory is very W and refreſhing. I got not much read, 
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nor any ſettled Study fallowed all that 17 only ſome touches here and 

there of ſundry both Ancient and Modern Divines. Theſe whereby I 
profited moſt were the Sermons of four Men, Mr. Robert Rollock, Mr. 
Robert Bruce, Mr. Fo. Velch, and Mr. David Dickſon, whom I thought 
of all that I had read, breathed moſt of the Spirit of God, were beſt af- 
fected, moſt clear plain and powerfull : Several of Mr. Robert Rollocks 
Sermons are in Print, I got in loan from Job» Stwart in Air, a large 
Book of Sermons of Mr. Jo. Melſbe's, in which are almoit nothing but un- 
folding of the inward Exerciſe of a Chriſtian. Mr. Robert Bruce 1 ſeveral 
times heard, and in my opinion never Man ſpake with greater power ſince 
the Apoſtles Days, there are ſome five or fix ot his Sermons Printed; but the 
Chief that I ſaw, was ſome written Preachings of his which I got from my Fa- 
ther, and Mr. David Dickſon, I often heard and borrowed from Corſ5hill, ſe- 
veral of his written Sermons. Several motions were made of Calls to Church- 
es during this time; as to Linlithgow, North-Lieth, Kirkaldy, in which 
Places upon Invitation I Broached in reference to a Call, but all were 
obſtructed by the Biſhops. | 
PERIOD IIId. 


The Third Period of my Life, from the time I entered to the Mini- 
ſtry in Killinchie in Treland, till T was ſettled Miniſter at Stravraver in Gallo- 
way 1638. In Summer 1630 being in Yvine, Mr. Robert Cunningham Miniſter 
at Holywood in Ireland, and ſome while before that Mr George Dumbar Mi- 
niſter at Lern in Ireland propounded to me, ſeeing there was no appearance 1 
could enter into the Miniſtry in Scofland, whether or not I would be contem 
to go tolrelend? J anſwered them both, if I got a clear Call and a free En- 
try I would not refuſe: About Auguſt r630, I got Letters from the Viſcount 
Clanniboy to come to Treland, in reference to a Call to Kilkinchie, whether I 
went and got an unanimons Call from the Pariſh, and becauſe it was needful 
that I ſhould be Ordained to the Miniſtry, and the Biſhop of Down, in whoſe 
Dioceſs Killinehie was, being a Corrupt timerous Man, and would require 
fome engadgement, Therefore my Lord Clanni boy ſent ſume with me, and 
wrote to Mr. Avdrew Ru Biſhop of Rapbo, who when I came and had de- 
livered the Letters from my Lord Clanniboy and from the Earl of Migtoun and 
ſome others, that I had for that purpoſe brought out of Scotland, he told 
me he knew my Errand, that I came to him becauſe I had ſcruples againſt E- 

iſcopacy and Ceremonies, according as Mr, Fofas Welſb and ſome others 
Fad one before; and that he thought his old age was prolonged for little o- 
ther purpoſe but to do ſuch offices, That if I ſcrupled to call him my Lord; 
he eared not much for it, All he would defire of me, becauſe thay got there 

but few Sermons, that I would Preach there at Ramalles the firſt Sabbath, and | 
that I would ſend for Mr. Milllam Cunningham, and ſome two or three other 
ncighbouring - Miniſters to be preſent, who after Sermon thould give me 
| | impoſition i 


ſort to the Communions of the reſt of the Pariſhes. 
= Mrs, Robert Blair at Bungour, 3 Cunningham at Holywood, Janes 


ä ; „ | 
impoſition of Hands, but altho? they performed the Work, he behoved to 
be preſent; And altho? he durſt not anſwer it to the State, he gave me the 
Book of Ordination, and deſired that any thing I ſcrupled at, I ſhould 
draw a Line over it on the Margine, and that Mr, Milliam Cunningham ſhould 


not read it: But I found that it had been ſo marked by ſome others be- 


fore, that I needed not mark any thing: So the Lord was pleaſed to car- 
ry that Buſineſs far beyond any thing that I had thought or almoſt ever 
defired. That Winter following I was often in great heavineſs, for al- 
tho? the People were very tractable, yet they were generally very ig- 
norant, and I ſaw no appearance of doing any good among them, yet it 


pleaſed the Lord that in a ſhort time ſome of them began to underſtand 


ſomewhat of their Condition. The Biſhop of Dows had an ill Eye upon 
me becauſe I had gone elſe where to receive Ordination, and at a Viſita- 
tion at Dow, in the Spring following, whither I went much againſt my 
Will, but Mr. Blair, and Mr. Cunningham drew me, ſaying, my ſtaying a- 
way would procure more trouble; the Biſhop asked me in preſence of all the 


Miniſters, what was my Judgment of the 8ervice-Book? My Anſwer ſo 


diſpleaſed him, that there was ſome appearance I might ſhortly be cenſured, 


but my Lord Clanniboy prevailed with him that Iſhould be fore born, the Pariſh 


of Killinchie being looked upon but as a pendicle of an other Pariſh, wiz. Ri- 
bileach, there was never any official Court kept in it all the while I was there. 


Not only had we publick Worſhip free of any Inventions of Men, but we had 


alſo a tollerable Diſcipline ; for after I had been ſome while among them, 


by the advice of the Heads of Families, ſome ableſt for that Charge were 
' Choſen Elders, to Overſee the manners of the reſt, and ſome Deacons to 


gather and diſtribute the Collections. We met every Week, and ſuch as 


fell into notorious publick Scandals, we deſired to come be fore us, ſuch as 


came were dealt with both in public k and private to confeſs their Scandal, in 
preſence of the Congregation, at the Saturdays Sermon be fore the Communi. 


on, which was Celebrated twice in the Year: Such as after dealing would 


not come be fore us, or coming would not be convinced to acknowledge their 
Fault before the Congregation, upon the Saturday preceeding the Communi- 
on their Names, Scandals and impenitency were read out be fore the Congre- 
gation, and they debarred from the Communion, which proved ſuch a terrour 
that we found very few of that ſort. We needed not to have the Communion 


& oftner, for their were ſome nine or ten Pariſhes within the bounds of twenty 
Miles or little more, wherein there were godly and able Miniſters, that keep- 
ed a Society together, and every one of theſe had the Communion twice a 

| Year, and that at different times, and had two or three of the neighbouring 


Miniſters to help thereat, and moſt part of the oa le uſed to re- 
heſe Miniſters were 


Hamiltcun 


— — — — — 
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Hamiltoun at Ballywater, ror Ridge at Antrum, Henry Colwort at Old 


Srow, George Dunbar at Lern, Joſas Wdfho at Temple Patrick, Andrew 
Stwart at Danagor; moſt of all theſe uſed ordinarily to meet the firſt Friday 
of every Month at Anirum, where was a great and good Congregation, and 
that Day was ſpent in faſting and Prayer, and publick Preaching : Common- 
ly two Preached every Forenoon, and two in the Afternoon: We. uſed 
to come together the Thurſdays nightybefotg;- and ſtayed the Fridays night 
aſter, and conſulted anent ſuch things as concerned the carrying on of the 
work of God, and theie Meetings amongſt our thus were ſometimes as pro- 
fitable as either Presbyterres or Synods, and out of fEſe Pariſhes now menti- 
oned, and ſome others alſo, ſuch as laid Religion to Heart uſed to conveen to 
theſe Meetings, eſpecially out of the $7x-4:le-Warer, which was neareſt hand, 
and where was the greateſt number of Religious People, and frequently the 
Sabbath aſter the Fridays meeting, the Communion was Celebrated in one or 
other of theſe Pariſhes. Among all theſe Miniſters, there was never any Jar 
or Jealouſie, yea nor amongſt the Profeſſors, the greateſt part of them being 
Scots, and ſome good number of very gracious Eygliſh; allwhoſe contention 
was to prefere others to themſelves, and althoꝰ the ꝑiſts of the Miniſters were 
much different, yet it was not obferved that the People followed any to the 
undervaluing of others. Many of theſe Religious Profeſſors, had been both 
Ignorant and Prophane, and for Debt and want, and worſe Cauſes, had left 
Scotland, yet the Lord was pleaſed by his Word to work ſuck a change, Ido 
not think there were more lively and Experienced Chriſtians any where, nor 
were theſe at that time in Ireland, and that in good numbers, and ſeveral of 
them Perſons of a good outward condition in the World; being but lately 


brought in, the lively edge was not yet gone off them, and the perpetual fear 


that the Biſhops would put away their Miniſters, made them with great hun- 
ger wait on the Ordinances. T have known them that have come ſeveral miles 
irom their own Houſes, to Communions to the Saturdays Sermon, and ſpent 
the whole Saturday night in ſeveral companies, ſometimes a Miniſter being 
with them, ſometimes themſelves alone, in Conference and Prayer, and wait- 
ed on the publick Ordinances the whole Sabbath, and ſpent the Sabbath night 
iikewiſe, and yet at the Mundays Sermon were not troubled with Sleepineſs, 
and ſo have not Sleeped till they went Home. Becauſe of their holy and righte- 


ous Carriage, they were generally reverenced even by the Graceleſs multiude | 


among whom they lived. Some of them had attained ſuch Dexterity of expreſ. 
fing Religious purpoſes, -by the reſemblance of Worldly things, that being at 


Feaſts and meals in Common Inns, where were ſome Ignorant prophane i 
Perſons, they would among themſelves intertain a Spiritual Diſcouſe for | 


a long time, and the other profeſſed that althe? they ſpoke good Exg/ Iſh. 


they could not underſtand what they ſaid. In thoſe Days it was no great 
Difhenlty for a Miniſter to Preach or Pray in publick or private, ſuch i 


. | Was 


by 


b n 
was the hunger of the Hearers, and it was hard to judge, whether there was 


more of the Lords preſence in che Publick or Private meetings. In Ag 24 
163r, The Lord was pleaſed to deliver me from a great Danger of Fire. 1 
lay in a high Chamber of Jobn Sywarts houſe in B the Room was ſtrawed + 


with a great deal of dry Sea- bent, I uſed never after I was affeep to awaken 
till the morning; yet that night*about, one of the Clock, all of the Houſe 
being faſt aſleep, I wakenet neat 7 and thought it had been Day, and 
for a little ſpace keeped* my Hes „and neither heard any noiſe, nor 
felt any ſmell: But withiff Tluttle while opehing my Eyes, I ſaw the flame 
of the Bent, burning WNhIn two Ells of the Bed whereon I lay, for a great 
Fire in the Roonrbelow, making ready the meat for the Reapers, had fired 
| 4 Joyſt of the Chimney the end of the which came into the Room where I 
lay, the Fine was betwixt me and the Door of the Chamber, I roſe and 
took my Breeches, my Bible and Watch, giving my Books and any thing 
elſe I had for loſt, I got out of the Door and called up thoſe of the Rouſe. 
It pleaſed the Lord, that in a ſhort ſpace they got the Fire quenched; where- 
as in all appratance, had I ſleeped a quarter of an Hour longer, the Fire 


had ſeized n he Roof of the Houſe covered only with Straw, and ſo 
not only Houſtzand Goods but our Lives had been conſumed, I got not 


above a Years quiet Miniſtry in Nullinchie, for in Harvett 1631, Mr. 
Robert Ecklen Biſhop of Down, ſuſpended Mr. Blair and me for Noncon- 
formity, but the occaſion was, that the Summer be fore we had been in Scot- 
land, and had Preached in ſeveral parts, but eſpecially at a Communion in 
| the Shots. which procured that the Biſhops in Scotland, eſpecially Mr. Zares 
| Law in Glaſgow, ſent information againſt us, by one Mr. Henry Leſiy then 
Dean, afterward Biſhop of Down ;. He and Sir Richard Bealon Lord Chief 
Baron of Ireland, who uſed to come ts the Aſſize Circnits in the North, ſtirred 
up the Biſhop againſt us; but we were ſhortly after reſtored : For worthy 
Maſters Dunbar, Wel/b, Hamilton, Culvert, went to Tradeth to Doctor James 
Uber Primate of Armagh, not only Learned but a Godly Man, altho' a Bi- 
ſhop. Thither came alſo Sir Ardrew Stwart, after Lord Ca/ile-Stwart to deal 
for us. The Primate very carefully dealt for us with the Biſhop, ſo that we 
were at that time reſtored. But the Biſhops of Sco7/ard tent to the King In. 
formation againſt us, by Mr. John Maxwel called Biſhop of Ra, and think- 
ing that Nonconformity would not be a Crime ſufficiently Haiuous, they in- 
formed that we ſtirred up the People to Extaſies and Enthuſiaſms; There 
were indeed in ſome Pariſhes eſpecially in Brazdi/land, where was a Godly 
aged Miniſter Mr. Edward Bryce, ſome People who uſed in time of Sermon to 


fall on a high Breathing & panting, as thoſe do who have run long, but moſt of 


the Miniſters, and eſpecially theſe who were complaine of, diſcountenanced 
# theſe Practices, and fuſpected them not to proceed from any working of the 
Spirit of God, and that upon this ground, that theſe People were alike affected, 
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what ever purpoſe was Preached, yea altho' by one who neither had gifts nor 
good Aﬀection tothe Work of God, and accordingly few of theſe People 
ever came forward to any ſolid exerciſe of Chriſtianity, but continued ignor- 
ant and profane, and left of that ſeeming motion. It is like Mr. Henry Leſly 
had informed this againſt us; however upon theſe Informations the King 
wrote to the Lords Juſtices of Ireland, and by them to the Biſhop of Down, 
that Maſters Duntay, Blair, Welſh, and J ſhould be tryed and cenſured. The 
4th of May 1632, the Biſhop depoſed Mr. Blair and me, and eight Days after 
Mr. Dunbar and Mr. Welſh. He proceeded againſt us for Nonconformity, ne. 
ver mentioning what was in the Kings Letter, knowing us to be free of that 
charge. Therefore we reſolved for our own ' Vindication, and upon ſome 
hopes that we might be reſtored again, to Petition the King, that we might 
be tryed in what was informed, and if guilty, we refuſed no Puniſhment, o- 
therwiſe that for ſimple Nonconformity, we might in reſpect of our Sco77/þ 


breeding, we might be foreborn in ſuch a barren place as the North part of 


Ireland. Upon this deſign, ſhortly after Mr. Blair went to London, and I to 
Sco!land, with a purpoſe to follow him, only I was to procure Letters from 
My Lady Marchioneſs of Hamilton, and from the Earls of Eglintoun, Linlith- 
go, and Migioun, to ſome of their Friends at Court, that we were free of 
what was informed, and to defire Toleration in our Nonconformity Mr. Blair 
wrote to me, that it was needleſs for me to come, and only required that TI 
ſhould ſend thoſe Letters, which I did. He, after tedious on waiting, at laſt 
obtained a Letter from the King to Straford the Lord Deputy, that the In- 
formation ſhould be tryed, and if we were free ſome favour ſhould be ſhew- 


ed us, and after the Letter was thus drawn up by the Secretary, the King 


wrote on the Margin with his own Hand, that the matter ſhould be narrowly 
tryed, and ſeeing he had got from ſome Perſons of Honour, atteſtations of 

our innocency, that the Informers ſhould be puniſhed if we were free: But 
when Mr. Blair took this Letter to the Depute to Dublin, it ſeems he had 
got new Advertiſement from Land, who guided all Church matters at Court, 
for he refuſed, except we would Conform, to take any Tryal or ſhew any 
Favour, ſo we continued Depoſed till May 1634. At that time there being 
ſome little Difference between S:rafford and ſome of the Engli/þ Nobles in 


Ireland, and Strafford ſpeaking occaſionly with my Lord Caſile-Stwart a good 


and wiſe Man, he took occaſion to thew him, he might gain the Hearts of all 
the Scors in Ireland, if he would reſtore the Depoſed Miniſters, for which he 
had alſo ſome Warrant from the King; hereupon he wrote that we ſhould 


be Reſtored. During all that time from May 1632, to May 1634, I ſtay-- 


ed at firſt ſome while in Killinchie, and not only had ſeveral” private 
meetings in ſeveral parts of the Pariſh; but ſundry Sabbaths conveened with 
them and Prayed in the Church, and after one had read a Chapter I ſpoke 
thereon; but finding I could not long be ſuffered to do ſo, I went to 5 
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land, and as I had done before, went from Place to Place asT had invita- 
tion to Preach, or to be at Communion in thoſe Places where I had haun- 
ted before, and in ſome others; my chief Refidence at that time was in 
the Dean of Kilmarnock, with the worthy Lady Boyd, and the while I was 
there, 1 Preached ordinarly on the Sabbath once, being deſired by the Maſter. 
I was alſo frequently in Larerł with my Father, and in Camernald and other 
places, and ſometimes in K47nburgh, where were frequent private meetings of 
Chriſtians. I never had of Stipend in Nillinchie, above 4 Pounds Serling by 
Year, and enjoyed that but a ſhort ſpace, yet I bleſs the Lord I never want- 
ed Money to ſupply my neceſſity, and to bear my charges in going to and a- 
gain. My Father was not able to 1 upply me, having a great Charge of other 
aughters, Theſe from whom I got at 
ſeveral times ſupply of Money were, the Lady Boyd, the Counteſs of Eglinton, 
and Migtoun, and the Lady Innertail. During theſe two Years, I went twice 
or thrice over into Jrelavd to viſit the Pariſh and Friends there; The laſt of 
theſe times having come to Ireland in February 1634. Our Friends in Jreland 
ſeeing no appearance of being delivered from the Yoak of the Prelates 7y- 
ranny, had fome mind to tranſport themſelves to New England, but reſolved 
firſt to ſend a Miniſter and a Gentleman thither to the Cove non and Council, 


to try the Condition of the Country, and to agree for a Place to ſettle in, 


and accordingly they pitched upon Milliam Wallace and me to go ſtraight to 
London, to go from thence with the firft Ships in the Spring. and return with 
the firſt conveniency. Therein I perceived, howbeit Itruſt the Lord did 


accept and approve of our Intention, yet wonderfully he topped our deſign, © 


for had William Wallase come to me in Grooms-port in Irelind at the time 
prefixed, we might eaſily have reached London before the firft Ship went, but 
he ſtaying ſome two Days taking leave of his Family, all which time the 
Wind was fair, ſo ſoon as he came the Wind became contrare for a 
fourthnight, but after that we came to Scotland, and made all the haſte we 
could to come to London, but the Ships were gone, only three were to 
go within a Fourtnight or ſo. The firſt we met with that had intereſt in thoſe 
Ships, was Mr. Humpbray, who urged much that we ſhould go with him 
in his Ship; we told we would adviſe, after that Mr. Belinbam having a 
reater Ship, offered us better accommodation, yet becauſe Mr. Humpury 
oke firſt, we agreed to go with him. Had we gone with Mr. Belinham, 
we had gone forward, but Mr. Hurphray to gain time to do ſome Bufi- 
neſs, and to eſchew ſome toſſing at Sea, did not go aboard when the Ships 
looſed, but took us with him to Dorchefier, that when the Ships ſhould 
come over againſt Winmouth we might go aboard; on a Sabbath Fore- 
noon, the three Ships came to Miænoulb, the other two went for2ward 
with a ſpread Sail, Mr. Humpbray defired his Ship to caſt her ſelf in the 
ſtayes, till we ſhould hear Mr. Motte of Dorcheſter Preach in the afternoon. 
© IS | we 
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We went aboard, but by this means on 4 Storm and contrary Wind 
came on us on Weareſday Night, the other two Ships being paſt Land fend 
ſtood to the Sea, and we were forced to come to an Anchor in Playmonth, 
and ſtaid eight or ten Days there with contrary Wind, during this time Mill. 
a Wallice fell fick, and both was adviſed by Doctors not to go to Sea, and 
was ſomewhat averſe to it himſelf: ' and our Friends in Tre/1nd had conde- 
ſcended that I ſhould not go alone without him, wherefore we both reſolved 
to return. When we were coming back TI told him, that I apprehended that 
we would get our Liberty in Jreland; and accordingly when we came we 
found that we four who had been depoſed, were reſtored by the Deputies 
Letter on May 1634. Shortly after on Munday June 23 1634, the Lord was 
pleated to call Home, worthy Mr, Zoſias Welſh : T heard of his dangerous Sick- 
neſs on Sabba'h afternoon before, and came to him to Texple-Patrick, about 
eleven a Clock at Night, two Hours after came Mr: Blair. He had many 
Sracious and edifying Diſcourſes, as alſo ſome wreſtlings; one time when he 
had ſaid, Ob for Hypocriſy! Mr. Blair ſaid to the great Company of Chriſti- 
ans preſent, See how Satay Knibbles at his beet, when he ts going over. the 
threſhold of Heaven. A little after, I being at Prayer at the Bed-fide before 
him, and the Word VICTOR Y coming out of my Mouth, he took hold 
of my Hand, and deſired me to ceaſe a little, and clapped both his Hands, and 
cryed out, VICTORY! VICTORY! VICTOR Y! for ever more! 
and then deſired me to go on in Prayer, and within a ſhort time ——_ 
Mr. Blair, and Mr. Dunbar, were again Depoſed within half a Year. I con- 
tinued Preaching in Nilinchie for an Year and an half, till November 1635. 
During my abode in London, I got acquaintance with my Lord Forbes, Sir 
Nathanict Rich, Sir Richard Saltosflall, Sir William Conſtable, Sir Philip Sta- 
#heton, Sir Matibew Bonnington, Doctor Gouge, Doctor Sibs, Mr. Philip Nye, 
Mr. Thomas Goodwine, Mr. Harris, Mr. Roſs, and ſeveral others. I was often 
with Doctor Alexander Ligbton, who was Priſoner in the Fleet. He diſſwad- 
ed us from going to New-Xyglayd; and told us he was confident of the Down- 
fall of the Biſhops in Scoſlaud; which came to paſs within three Years. 
Some other things he then told me, which whither yet come to paſs, I know 
not. In June 1635, the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs me with my 
Wife, who how well accompliſhed eyery way, and how faithfull a Yoak- 
fellow, I deſire to leave to the memory of others. She was the eldeſt Daugh- 
tergot Baytholomery Fleeming, Merchant in Edinburgh, of moſt worthy 
24 whoſe Brothers John Fleeming Merchant in Edivburgh, and Mr. 
James Fleeming Miniſter at the Bazbings. Her Father died at London, Anno 
1624, and was laid hard by Mr. Jo. Web, and theſe two only of a long 
time, had been Solemnly buried without the Service-Book. Her Mother 
Marrion Hamilton, was a rare Godly Woman, who had alſo three Religi. 
ous Siſters, Elixabelh married to Mr. Richard Dickſon, Miniſter firſt * * 


— 


chant in Edinburgh, and Beatrice married to Mr. Blair, Her Brother James 
Fleeing a gracious and hope full youth, died in the Year 1640, and a while af. 
ter, her Sitter Marrion, when ſhe had been ſome while Married to Mr. John 
McClellan Miniſter of Kiræcudbrigbt. Her Mother with her ſecond Husband 
John Stevenſon, and her Family, came to Ireland in the end of the Year 1533. 
When I wegt a Vilit to Treland in February 1634, Mr. Blair propqunded to me 
that Marrizge. Immediatly thereafter I was ſent to London, to have gone to 
New-Engband, and returned n following. I had ſeen her before ſeveral 
times in Scotland, and heard the Teſtimony of many of her gracious Diſpoſition, 

et I was for nine Moneths ſeeking, as I could, Direction from God anent that 

uſfineſs, during which time, I did not offer to ſpeak to her, who I believe had 
not heard any thing of the Matter, only for want of clearneſs in my min, altho? 
1 was twice or thrice in the Houſe, and ſaw her frequently at Communions and 
publick Meetings, and it is like ] might have been longer in ſuch darkneſs, ex- 
cept the Lord had preſented me an occafion of our conferring together; for in 


November 1634, when I was going to the Friday Meeting at Avntrum, I met 


with her and ſome others going thither, and propounded to them by the way, 
to conferr on Aa Text whereupon I was to Preach the Day after at Auris, 


+ Wherein I found her Conferrence ſo Judicious and Spiritual, that T took that 
| for ſome Anſwer of my Prayer to have my mind eleared, and blamed my ſelf 


that T had not be fore taken occaſion to conferr with her. Four or five Days af. 


ter I propounded the matter to her, and deſired her to think upon it; and after 
| a Week or two I went to her Mothers Houſe, and being alone with her deſiring 
her Anſwer, I went to Prayer, and urged her to Pray, which at laſt ſhe did; 
and in that time, I got abundance of clearneſs, that it was the Lord's mind, that 


I ſhould Marry her, and then propounded the matter more fully to her Mother. 
And albeit I was fully cleared, I may truly ſay it was above a Moneth before I 
got Marriage affection to her, altho* ſhe was for Perſonal Induements beyond 
many of her 
after I had great difficulty to moderate it. In Summer 1635, her Mother and 
She went to Scotland, and I followed, becauſe on both ſides we were to have 
conſent of Friends in Scotland. We were Married by my Father in the Weft- 
Kirk of Edinburgh, June 23d, 16335, and altho' ſome told me ſome Days before, 
that Spot/wood, who was then Chancellour of Scotland, had given Orders to a 
Macer to apprehend me, our Marriage was very Solemn and countenanced 
with the Preſence of a good number of Relig ous Friends; among whom was 


E alſo the Earl of Migtoun and his Son My Lor- Fleemirg, inthe Houſe of her 


Uncle Job, Fleeming, who did as great a Duty «as it ſhe had been his own 
Daughter, and Providence ſo ordered, that thereafter I was preſent with him, 
and his eight Daughters on their Death-bed, and clearly diſcerned in them all, 


full Evidence of the Grace of . I was alſo at the gracious Death 3 dey 
| N | Cle 
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Weft-Kirk of Edinburgh, after at Kenntcl; Barbara married to John Mean Mer- Y 


Equals, and I got it not till I obtained it by Prayer, But there- 
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Uncle Mr. James, Miniſter at Bathans. From Edinburgh we went over to Ire- | 
Lind, and I remained in her Mothers Houſe, being at the Iron. furnace of Miloore, | 
ſome twelve Miles from Nillinchie, becauſe there was fo little appearance L 
might continue in my Miniſtry there. For in November 1635, I was again | 
Depoſed by Mr. Henry Leſly, called Biſhop of Down, and ſome while after Ex- 
communicated by his Order, by one Mr. Fob» Melvine Miniſter at Down, and 
for any thing I know, that Sentence ſtands in ſuch force as it can have to this 
Day. But LI bleſs the Lord, the Curſe Cauſeleſs hath not light on me; but Thave 
found ſince the Lord's Bleſſing on Soul and Body, on Family, Name and Goods, 
yea, when after the Rebellion I was ſent to Ireland in the Year 1642, that Mr. 
John Melvine was the firſt that welcomed me aſhore, and profeſſed his grief, 
that he had had a hand in ſuch a Wicked Act. Notwithitanding the Cenſure 
of the Biſhops, I continued Preaching every Sabbath in my Mothers Houſe, 
whither ſeyerals reſorted, where Mr. Blaiy alſo Preached, for he and his Wife 
came alſo and remained in my Mothers Houſe. This Winter perceiving no 
appearance of Liberty, either to Preachers or Profe ſſors, from the Bondage of 
the Prelazes: A Miniſter of the North of Jreland, and ſome few out of Scot- 
land, reſolved to tranſport our ſel ves to New. Exgland, others of our Friends 
minded thereaſter to follow us. We had got Letters from the Governovr and 
Council, full of kind Invitations, and large Promiſes of good accomodation: 
We built a Ship near Belfaſt, called the Eagle-Wing, of about 115 Tun, and 
were minded to have ſet out in the Spring 1636. But through the difficulties 
that uſe to ariſe in ſuch undertakings, in preparing the Ship and our other Ac- 
commodations, it was the September following, before we ſet Sail; we were 
all to go Paſlengers at that time about 140 Perſons, of whom the Chief were, 
Mr. Zr, John Stwart Provoſt of Air, Mr Robert Hamilton afterward Mini- 
Ker of Kirkcudbright, Charles Gampbel, John Sumervail, Hugh Browy, and ſe- 
veral other Families and fingle Perſons; among whom was one Andrew Brow, 
of the Pariſh of Lern; Born Deaf and Dumb, who had been a very viti- 
ous looſe Man; but when it pleaſed the Lord to werk a Change on feveral 
of that Pariſh, a very ſenſible Change was obſerved in him, not only in for- 
Taking his former looſe courſes and Company, but joining bimſelf to Religi- 
ous People, and all the Exerciſes of God's Worſhip. in Publick and private, 
and ordinarly Morning and Evening uſed to go . to Prayer, and would 
weep at Sermons, and by fuch Signs, theſe who were acquainted with him un- 
derſtood, he would expreſs many things of the Work of God upon his Heart, 
o that upon his earneſt Deſire, by the conſent of all the Miniſters who uſed to 
meet at Antrum, he was at laſt admitted to the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper: 
I was abundantly clear in my mind, that the Lord approved our Intention and 
endeavour, and was as ready in making all ſorts of Preparation as any of the 
zeſt, yea during all that time, Mr. Blair and we that were in my Mothers Houſe, 
ſpent one Day in the Week, in Faſting and Prayer, for a Bleſſing to our under- 


taking | 


\ 


E 
taking; yet I often told my Wiſe long be fore our outſetting, that it gave me in 
mind, we would never go to New-England; But 1 laid not ſe great hold on that, 
as thereafter I found I had reaſon to do; finding that it would be the end of 
Summer before we could be ready to go, I went in March 1636 to Scotland, to 
take leave of my Father and other dear Friends there; and went to moſt of all 
the Places where I had haunted before, and found in the midſt of much mutual 
grief, my Heart often well refreſhed both in publick and private: I came 
back in the End of April. In Auguſt, all the reſt of the honeſt Miniſters were 
Depoſed. Maſters Cunningham, Ridge, Bryce, Hamilton, Culvert. June 30 my 


Eldeſt Son John was Born, and was the next day after Sermon Baptized in our 
* own Houſe. We had much toil in our Preparations, and many hinderinces in 
Gur out- ſetting, and both ſad and glad Hearts in taking leave of our Friends; 


at laſt about the ninth of Se pteaber 1635, We looſed from Loch. Fergus, but 
were detained ſometime with contrary Winds in Locbryas in Scotland, and 
grounded the Ship to ſearch fome Lecks inthe Keyls of the Boat. Yet there- 


after we ſet to Sea, and for ſome ſpace had a fair Wind, till we were between | 


three and 400 Leagues from Ireland, and ſo nearer the Bank of Newſpundland, 
than any place of Europe But if ever the Lord ſpake by his Winds and other 


Diſpenſations, it was made evident to us, that it was not his Will, we ſhould | 
go to New-England; For we met with a mighty heavy Rain out of the North - * 


Weft, which break our Rudder, which we got mended, it break much of our 
Callon- bead and fore Croſs-trees, and tore our Fore-ſazl, five or ſix of our 


Champlets made up, à great Bra under the Gunner room Door broke; Scas 


camo in over the Round-houſe, and broke a Plan or two on the Deck, and 


wet all them that were between the Decks: We ſprung a Leck, that gave 


us 700 Stroaks in two Pumps in the halt Hour Glaſs; yet we lay at Hull 
a long time to beat out that Storm, till the Maſter and Company came one 
Morning and told, it was impoſſible for us to hold out any longer; and al- 
tho' we beat out that Storm, yet we might be ſure in that Seaſon of the 


Year, we would foregather with one or two more of that ſort, before we 
could reach New-Engeland. After Prayer, when we were conſulting what to 
do, I propounded an Oyerture, wherewith I was ſomewhat perplexed there- 


after, Viz. That ſeeing we thought we had the Lord's warrand for our inten- 
ded Voyage; bowbert it be Prefumption to fro pone a Sign to him, yet we bee 
ing in ſuch a Flrait, and having flood out ſome Days already; We might yet for 


24 Hours ſtand to it, and if in that time be were pleaſed to calm the form, | 


and ſend a fair Wind, we micht take it for his Approbation of our advancing : 

Otherwiſe, that he called us to return. To this they all Agreed, but that Day, 

and eſpecially the Night thereafter, we had the worſt Storm that we had 

ſeen; ſo that the next Morning ſo ſocn as we ſaw Day, we turned and 

made good way with a main Courſe and a little of a Fore-top-Sail, and 

after ſome toſſing we came at * the third of November, to au Anchor 
2 | 


in 


- —_ ——— — 


| | (80-3 LY 

in Loch-Fereus, During all this time, amidſt ſuch Fears and Dangers, the 

molt part of the Paſſengers were very chearſull and confident, yea ſome in 

Prayer had expreſſed ſuch hopes, that rather than the Lord would ſuffer 
ſuch a Company in ſuch ſort to periſh, if the Ship ſhould break, he ſhould put 
Wings to all our Shoulders and carry us ſafe a ſhore. I never in my Days 
found the Day ſo ſhort as all that time, altho' I ſleeped ſome Nights not above 
two Hours, and ſome none at all, but ſtood moſt part in the Gallery aftern 
the great Cabine, where Mr, Blair and J and our Families Lay. For in the 
Morning by that time that every one had been ſome while alone; and then 
at Prayer in their ſeveral Societies, and then at publick Prayer in the Ship, 
it was time to go to Dinner, and aſter that we would vifit our Friends in the 
{Funncr-room, or thoſe between the Decks, or any that were Sick, and then 
publick Prayer would come, and after that Supper and Family Exerciſes. Mr. 
Blair was much of the time weakly, and lay in time of Storm; I was ſometimes 
ſick, and then my Brother Mr. M*Glellave only performed Duty in the Ship; 
ſeveral of thoſe between the Decks being throng were ſickly, one aged Per- 
| ſon and one Child died, and were buried in the Sea. One Woman, the Wife 
of Michael Colvert of Killinchie Pariſh, brought forth a Child inthe Ship. I 


Baptized him on Sabbath following, and called him SE 4BORN. - My 
Wife went Aboard with her Son ſucking her Breaſt, being about ; fourteen a 
Weeks Old, yet ſhe had Milk abundance for him, and to help others, Mr. a1 
Blair was much affected with our returning, and fell in a Sound that Day 8 
we turned back, and altho* we could not imagine what to make of that Diſ- te 
penſation, yet we were confident, the Lord would let us fee ſomewhat that re 
would abundantly ſatisfie us. Our outward means were much impared by tt 


this Diſappointment, for we had put moſt of our Stocks in Proviſion, and ſome. 
what of Merchandize, which we behoved to ſell at low Rates at our return, 
and had provided our ſelves with ſome Servants, for Fiſhing and Building i 
of Houſes, whom we behoyed to turn of. That which grieved us moſt was, 
that we were like to be a mocking to the Wicked; but we found the con- 
trare, that the Prelazes and their followers, were much diſmaid and feared 
at our Return; but neither they nor we knew, that within a Year, the Lord 
would root out the Pyelates ont of Scozland, after that out of England and 
Treland. Mr. Blair went and dwelt: at the HHoue in Belfaſt; others elſewhere, 
'T came back and remained at my Mothers Houſe, and Preached each Sab- 
bath that Wirter, as I had done before. In February 1637, on Frankbill of 
Caſkraith, who yet uſed'to come ſome Sabbaths, to hear Sermons at my Mo- 
| thers Houſe, being in Dublin, informed the State againſt Mr. Blair and me. 
Order is given to apprehend us. One Night one Andrem Toung, a Servant of 
MI Blair's, who dwelthard by our Houſe, overheard a *Purſerant calling to a 
'. Statler, to prepare againſt to Morrow morning, becauſe they had Orders to iſ 
2c to the Nor?h, and bring up two Scotib Depoſed Miniſters. This Andrew WY 
th! 33 ** 1mmediatly . 
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were forced to fly out of Treland. He had many gracious expreſſions of the 
Lord's goodneſs to him, and his great Peace in Regard of the Cauſe of 


: , 1 3 | ow 
immediately goes to a Stable prepares a Horſe, and Rode all that Night, and 
in two Days after brings us Word, ſo that Mr. Blair and I went out of the 
Way, and came over to Scotland. When we came to Irvine to Mr. Dick. 


n, he told us, that ſome good Gentlemen in that Country had been with 1 


him, having heard that we were come to Scorland, and deſired him not to 
imploy us to Preach, for fear that at ſuch a time, the Biſhops being then 
upon the urging of the Service-Book, might take occaſion thereby to put him 
out of his Miniſtry: But ſaid he, I dare not follow their Qpinion ſo far 
to Diſcountenance you in your Syfferings, as not to imploy you as in form- 
er times, but would think rather, ſo doing would provoke the Lord, that I 


might be on another account Depoſed, and not have ſo good a Conſcience. 
We were very unwilling either to occaſion his Trouble, or diſſatisfie any of 


the Gentlemen of the Country; But he urged with ſuch grounds, as we could 
not get refuſed. After that I went by Dean, and Loudon, and Lanerk, ta 
Edinburgh, and remained there ſome ſpace. Being at ſome private meeting 
every Day; and when I returned to the Communion of Trine, which was 
the 26th of March, I found that my Wife having come only a viſit from her 
Mothers-Houſe to Newtoas, to ſee the Lady Auds, and finding ſome of our 


© Klinchie folks coming by to go to Trvize Communion, ſhe preſently came 
along to Scotlayd with them, bringing with her the Child ſucking her Breaſt, 

and a Servant-woman to wait on him; ſhe came with a purpo 
gone back preſently, but I keeped her ſti}, and brought her with the Child 
to Lanerk to my Fathers, and ſent to Tre}a@ for ſome of our goods, and 


| remained in Layerk, till I went to Stranrawex. 
the Lord called Home, ſweet Mr. Robert Cunningham Miniſter at Holywood 


ſe to have 


While we were at Irvine, 


March 29 1637, for both he and all the reſt of the Depoſed Miniſters, 


his Suffering, and ſpoke much and well to the Presbitcry of Irvine, who 
came to ſee him the day before he Died. And à little before he died, hig 
Wife fitting on a low Bed- where he lay, and having her Hand upon his 


Hand, he was in Prayer, commending to God his Flock of Hollywood, and his 
dear Acquaintance and Children, at laſt he ſaid, Aud O Lord Icennend unto 
| thy Care this Gentlewoman, who is no- no more my Miſe, and with that he 
gently thurſt away her Hand, and after a while he ſleeped in the Lord. In 
the beginning of Zane, my Wife went to Ireland, being ſent for to be with | 
her Mother who was a Dying, becauſe I might not go my ſelf, I-fent my 
Brother Samvue with her, after the Death of her Mother, ſhe returned in 
"September next, and came and remained in Layerk, where the th of Ja- 


vary following, ſhe brought forth her ſecond Son William. All that Summer 


1637, I had as much work of Preaching in Publick, and Exerciſes in Pri- 
Nate, as any time before; partly in Lazerk, partly in the Weſt, and at Com. 
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mumons in divers Places, in the Staartry of Kircudbright and Presbitery of | 
Strarrawer, while I was waiting at the Port, for my Wifes coming out 
of Ireland. This Sammer, ſeveral Miniſters in Scotlaxd were charged with 
Horning, to Buy and Receive the Ser vice- Boo, which ſtirred up great thoughts 
ot Heart through the Land, beſide a Tumult in Edimbureh, by ſome of the 
Common People at the firit Reading of the Service-Book, the true riſe of 
that Blefled Reformation in Scorland, began with two Petitions againſt the 
der vice- Bob, the one from the Weſt, and the other out of Fife, which met 
together at the Councit-door in Edinlurgh, the one not knowing of the other. 
After, that about the 2oth of Seprember, a great many other Petitions were 
preſented againit the Service-Book: Theſe being denyed by the King, the 
Number of the Petitioners, and their Demands increaſed, for they ' deſired 
not only Exemption from the Serwvice-Book, but alſo from the five Ceremc- 
ies of Perth, and the high Commiſſion Court, and theſe things being denyed, 
they at laſt defired freedom from Epiſcopacy, and a free Parkament, and 
General Aſſembly: When theſe things were {till denyed, and their Num- 
ber had ſo increaſed, that in ſome ſort they were the whole Body of the 
Land: and conſidering that the Lords Controverſie with them was the 
breach of Covenant, they did in the beginning of March 1638, Renew the 
National Covenant, which had formerly by. Authority of Kzvg and Parlia- k; 
ment ſeveral times been Sworn. I was immediately ſent Poſt to London, n 
with ſeveral Copies of the Covenant, and Letters to Friends at Court off 
both Nations; to avoid Diſcovery, I Rode in a Gray Coat and a Gray 
Montiro-Cap. One Night Riding late, the Horſe and I fell to the Ground; 

where I lay abeut a quarter of an Hour as Dead, the firſt thing I diſcover- 3 
ed when I came to my ſelf, I found the Guide fitting under me, and Cry- & 
ing and Weeping, yet it pleaſed the Lord I recovered, and got to Fery- 
bridge, where after a Day or two's ſtay, I did in two Days come to London, 
but one of my Eyes and part of my Cheek being Bload-ſhot, I did not go 
to the Street, but Mr. Eleazar Borthwick delivered the Letters for me. Some 
Friends and ſome of the Eygl;/b Nobility came to my Chamber, to be ir- 
formed how Matters went. 1 had been but a few Days there, when Mr. | 

Bor:bwick came to me and told me, that the Marquis of Hamlio had ſent # 
him to me, to ſhow he had overheard the King ſaying I was come, but he 
ſhoulda endeavour to put a pair of Fetters about my Feet: Wherefore fear. 

ing to be Way laid in the Poſt-way, I bought a Horſe and came home by 
St. Abbins, and the Weſler-way. I was preſent at Layerk, and at ſeveral o- 
ther Pariſhes, when on a Sabbath aſter the Forenoon Sermon, the Covenant. 
was Read and Sworn; and may truly ſay, that in all my. Life-time except 
one Day at the Kirk of Sorg I never ſaw ſuch motions: from the Spirit 
of God; all the People generally, aud moſt willingly concurring; 13 , 
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'y of I have ſeen more than a Thouſand Perſons all at once lifting up their 
g out WM Hands, and the Tears falling down from their Eyes, ſo that through the 
with whole Land, except the profeſſed *Papifts, and ſomie few who for baſe Finds 


ughts W adhered to the Prel;tes, the People univerſally entered into the Covenin! 
ft the of God, for Reformation of Religion, againſt 'Prelatcs and the Ceremonies. 
ſe of Þ 3 | e 

ſt the The 4th Period of my Lite, I reckon from the time I entered in the 
1 met WW Miniſtry at Stranraer, till I was Tranſported to Arcrum. In the end of 
other. W May 1638, I got Letters from the Earl of Gaſſels, to come to his Houle of 
were Bs Caſſels, in reference to a Call to a Pariſh, wherein he had ſome Intereſt. 
„ the When 1 came there, there came beth at one time Com miſſioners from the 
eſired Town of Strayrawer in Galloway, and from the Pariſh of S$!ra779un in Car- 
ereic- xrick with a Call to me: I defired ſome time to Advice; and becauſe both 
-nyed, equally urged, I propounded, that we ſhould Referr the Matter to the De- 


and termination of fix Miniſters, Maſters Blair, David Dickſon, Andrew Cart, 


Num- Alexander Henderſon, Sammel Rutherford, and my Father, who by occaſion 
of the at another Meeting were all to be at Hdiaburgh within a few Days. My 
is the W own mind inclined molt to Styaiton; becauſe it was a more obſcure Place, 
the W and the People being Laydwar? ſimple People, were the more likely to be 
Parlia- ; wrought upon by the Gofpel: But they all having heard both Parties, adviſed } 
»don, me, to hearken to the Call of Stranrawer, being a thorow-fair way within 
urt of four Miles of Porzpatrick, and ſo nearer for the Advantage of our People 
Gray in Ireland. So I was there received by the Presbitery the 5th of July 1638, 
ound; and ſhortly after tranſported my Family thither, and I remained in the Mi- 
cover- W niſftry of that Place, untill Harveſt 1648. When by the Sentence of the Ge- 
| 25 neral Aſſembly, L was Tranſported to Ancrum in Tiviotdale, Becauſe I had 
ern- 


* ſome Houſhold Furniter to carry, and the Way was far, I put my Family 
in 2 Boat at Ile, and put in a tolerable quantity of Meat and Drink. 
The Wind being the firſt Day very fair, we were like to be ſoon at our 
Port, the Boats Company conſumed moſt of all our Proviſion, ſo that by a 
Calm, and a little contrary Wind, being three Days at Sea, the laſt Day 
we had neither Meat nor Drink, nor could reach no Coaſt, and my Wife 
1 had then a Child Suckiug her Breaſt, yet it pleaſed the Lord, we came 
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but he ¶ ſafe to Lochryan. Some of our Friends came out of Treland, and dwelt in 
e fear. Sranrawer, and at the Communions twice in the Year, great Numbers uſed 
2 me by W to come; at one Time 500 Perſons, At one time J Baptized 28 Children | 
'eral o- brought out of Ireland. Providence ſo ordered, that 1 was a Member of the | 


venant 8 General Aſſently at Glaſgow, in Noverber 1638, which eſtabliſhed the Re- 
except formation of Religion, and of the reft of the General Aſſemblies even till ö 
* Spirit W chat inthe Year 1659, except that only in A erdetu inthe Year 1640. When 
whe! 1 l came firſt to Stranra wer, ſome of the Folks of the Town deſired to ny i 
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to our Houſe, to be preſent at our F amily Exerciſe : Thereafter I propoun- 


ded, that 1 would rather Choſe every Morning to go to the Church, and {0 
each Morning the Bell Ringing we Conveened, and after two or three Verſe 
Ot a Pjaln {ung, and a ſhort Prayer, ſome portion of Scripture was Read 
and Explained, only ſo long as an half-hour Glaſs ran, and then cloſed 
with Prayer. The whole Pariſh was within the bounds of a little“ Town. 
Lhe People was very tractable and reſpeQful, and no doubt had T taken 
pains, and believed as I ought to have done, more Fruit would have ap- 
peared among them. I was ſometimes well ſatisfied and refreſhed, being 
with ſome of them on their Death-bed, I was ſent out by the Presbytrie in 
the Year 1640, to go with the Earl of Caſſels Regiment, when our Army 
went to Newca/ile, Our Army lay a while at Chujely-wood, a Mile or two 
from Durce, till the reft of the Army came up. Thad there a little Trench 
Lent, and a Bed hung between two Leager-Chifts, and having lain ſeve- 
ral Nights with my Cloaths on; I being wearied with want of Sleep, did 
ly one Night with my Cleaths off; that Night was very cold, and while 
I Sleeped all the Cloaths went off me; fo that in the Morning I was not 
able to ſtir any part of my Body, and I had much adoe, with. the help of 
my Man and my Bagadge-man to get on my Cloaths. F cauſed them to 
put me on. my Horſe, and went to Dunce, and lay down in a Bed, and 
cauſed them to give me into the Bed, a big Tin-{ſtoup full of Water, where- 
by a Sweet was procured; ſo that before Night I was able to riſe and put 


on my Cloaths. - When the whole Army was come up, it was found that 


there was want of Powder and of Bread. The Biskat being ſpoyled, and 
of Cloath to be Huts to the Souldiers, this produced ſome fears that the 
Expedition might be delayed for that Year. One Day when the Commttee 
of Hlates and General Offcers, and ſome Miniſters were met in the Caſlle of 
Purce, and were at Prayer, and conſulting what to do, an Officer of the 
Guard comes, and knocks rudely at the Door of the Room where we were; and 
told there was Treachery diſcovered, for he going to a big Celler in the bottom 
of the Houſe ſeeking for ſome other thing, had found a great many Bar- 
rels of Powder, which he apprehended was intended to blow us all up, at- 
ter ſearch, it was found that the Pawder had been laid in there the Year 
before, when the Army departed from Dunce- Lad after the pacification, and 
had been forgotten; Therefore having found Powder, the Earls of Rozhes 
and Lowdon, Mr. Alexander Henderſon, and Mr. Archibald Fohyflone were 


ſent to Edinburgh, and within a few Days, brought as much Meal and Cloath WW 


to the Souldiers, by the Gift of well- affected People there, as ſufficed the 
whole Army. The 20th of Auguſt 1640, the Army Marched into England, 
and eight Days thereafter, ſome little oppoſition made by the Engh/b Army, 
paſied Tine at Newburn, and had Newcaſtle rendered to them, and aiter two 


Petitions K 


. * »* . 
r : 


a ae rn eee HH EPrWPWACY 23A - 


— 


. i (_25 ) 
2un- Petitions to the King, followed the Treat) at Ri pon, and thereafter the Par- 
d ſo ¶ Vanent of England in November following, where the Large Treaty was con. 
/erſe I cluded. It was laid upon me by the Presbytrie of the Army, to draw up a 
cad Narration of what happened in that Skirzz7/b, when we paſſed at Newbury, 
oſed which I did in a Paper out of that I faw or heard from others, by the help of 
wn. the Leuterant-General: it was very refreſhfu] to Remark, that after we came 
ken to a Quarter at Night, there was nothing to be heard almoſt through the 
ap- whole Army, but Singing of Pſalus, Prayer, and Reading of Scripture, 
eing by the Souldiers in their ſeveral Huts, and as I was informed, there was 
ie in large more the Year before, when the Army lay at Dunce- Law. And 
my indeed in all our Meetings and Conſultings, both within Doors and with- 
two out in the Fields, always the nearer the beginning, there was ſo much 
-nch the more of Dependance upon God, and more tenderneſs in Worſhip and 
eve. Walking, but through proceſs of Time, we ſtill declined more and more. 
did That Day we came to Newbury, the Geyeral and ſome others ſtepped aſide 


nile to Haddoꝶ on the Wall; Where Old Miſtreſs Fianick came out and met us, 
s not and burſt out and ſaid, And is it ſo, that Feſus Chriſt will not come 10 England 
1p of for Reforming of Abuſes, but with an Army of 22000 Men at his Back ? 
n to In November in the Year 1640, I returned back to Stranrawer, all the 


and reſt of the Pariſhes of the Country had before that, contributed Money 
here- to ſend to buy Cloaths for the Souldiers whom they had ſent out. This 
d put was not yet done in Straurawer, by reaſon of my abſence. We had ſent 
| that out our 4th fenfible Man, viz. 13. Men; The Town was but little and 
and Poor; all the Yearly Rent was eſtimated to 2000 Merks Sco7s, out of 
t the which a part of the Miniſters Stipend was to be paid, but the Earl of 
nittee Caſſels paied a great part of it, One the Sarurday Morning after I came 
ie of home, one came to me to enquire if I had any Word to the 4rm7y, he 
f the © being to go the Munday or 29 following. Therefore at our Meet- 
. and ing in the Church on that Saturday, I propounded unto them the Conditi- 
ottom on of the Army, and deſired that they would prepare their Contribution to 
Bar- be given to Morrow after Sermon, at which Time we got 45 Pound 
ip, af- Ml Sterling, whereof we ſent 15 Pound Sterling to our own Souldiers, and 

ear 15 fo Captain Ellis Company who were all Trelayd Men, and ſo had no 
„ and Pariſh in Scoflaxd to provide for them, and 15 to the Eommiſſar General 
? hes to be diſtributed by publick Order. The reaſon that we got ſo much 
were as, that there were ſundry Families of Ireland People dwelling in the 
"loath ? Town. One Woman Margaret Fame, the Wife of William Scot a Malt- 
2d the man, who had fled out of reland, and were but in a mean Condition, 
gland, Pico ſeven Twenty two ſhilling Sterling Pieces, and an eleven Pound 
Army, 1ece. When the Day after I enquired at her, how the came to give ſo 
er two WF | D much? 
titions By” 
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much? She Anſwered: I was gathering and bad laid up this to be 4 Part 
of a Portion, to a Young Daughter 1 hag, and whereas the Lord lately bath 
been fleaſed to take my Daughter to himſelf, I thought I would give him her 
Portion alſo. In Summer 1641, the General-Aſſembly was keeped, and af. 
that the Parliament, where the King was preſent, and Ratified all the 
Preceeding work of Reformation. When I was coming Home from that 
Aſenbly, I ſtayed with my Father in Lanerk, till it pleaſed the Tord 
to call him Home to himſelf. He was worn with ſore Pains of the Gra- 
vel, but had great Peace of Mind. He Died on the Satwday Morning, 
and was to be Buried on the Manday following. The Night before the 


Burial, I had a ſore Fit of the Gravel, which now and then for ſome 


Five Years had taken me, and continued but with long intermiſſions 
for eight or nine Years thereafter. This put me in fear that it might 
continue the Time of the Burial, therefore I beſought the Lord if he ſo 
pleaſed to free me of the Pain, till I might perform that Duty, to my Fa- 
ther, to ſee -him Buried, altho' it ſhould come ſorer on me thereafter: 
About eight of the Clock I was fully freed of the Pain, and ſo conti- 
nued till all was done, and was making account it would not return at 
that time; but within an Hour after I was come into the Houſe, my Pain 
came again, and continued a Day or two. In October 1641, The Rebellion 
broke out in Jreland, many of the Religious People in the North of Treland 
had left it in the Lear 163): Whenthe Depoſed Miniſters were forced out 
of it by Purſevents, ſent out to Apprehend them. Others left it in the Year 
1639, when the Deputy urged upon all the Scots in Ireland, an Oath 
Abjuring the National Covenant of Scotland, and ſo they were free of 
that ſtroak of the Rebellion. Many of theſe that took the Oath were 
Murthered by the Rebels. Such as lived neareſt the Coaſt over againſt 
Scotland, tor moſt part eſcaped, and ſundry fled from other parts of the 
Country to them. It was obſerved that the ſtroak on the People in the 
North of Trelard, increaſed by Degrees. At firſt they thought it a hard 
Caſe, that they were not ſure to enjoy their Miniſters, but thereafter their 
Miniſters were Depoſed, when that was found yet harder to be born, 
the Minifters were forced to flee the Country, and Hirelings thruſt in 
upon them, when that had continued ſome time; and they thought hard- 
ly a worſe Condition could come, the Abjuration Oath was urged upon 
them, and after all comes the Bloody Sword of the Rebels. And I have 
heard ſome of them that eſcaped the Sword of the Rebels complain, that 

they thought the Oppreſſion and Inſolences of ſome of the Scoriſo Army, 
that came over, was to them worſe than the Rebelion, That Minter 
following many came fleeing over to Scorlavud. Sundry to Atv and Jr. 
une and other Places of the Heft by Sea, but the greateſt number came 


by 
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by Portpatrice and Stranrawer, and were for the moſt part in a very 
deſtitnte Condition. There had been Collected in Edinburgh and ſevé- 
ral other Places about, conſiderable Sums of Money for their Supply; 
Of which there was ſent to me a matter of roco Pound Scorzs, to diftri- 
bute to needy Perſons at their firſt Arriving, all this in a few Week; 
was diſtributed in preſence of ſome of our Elders The moſt that was 
given to any was a halt-Crown, only a very few got five Shillings Ster. 
ling, but for the moſt part they got but one Shilling, and ſome 18 pence, 
the Number was ſo great; of all theſe Numbers that came our Way, [ 
hardly obſerved one Perſon ſufficiently ſenſible of the Lord's Hand in 
it, or of deſerving on their pait, except one Englt/h-man, ſo far had thz 
Stroak ſeized their Spirits as well as Bodies. In April 1542, I was ſent 
by Order of the Council of Scotland to Ireland, to wait on the Scoriſh 
Army, that went over with Major General Morro, and ſtaied for ix 
Weeks, moſt part in Carrickfergus where the head Quarters were, and 
for other fix Weeks molt part at Antrum, with Sir Joby Clotworthy and 
his Regiment, who had obtained an Order from the Council for me ſo to 
do. I Preached for moſt part in theſe two Places; but ſometimes in o- 


| ther Pariſhes of the Coaſt- ſide about; and before I left Antrum we had 


the Communion celebrate there, where ſundry that had taken the Oath, 
did willingly and with great expreſſions of Grief publickly confeſs the 
ſame, I found a great alteration in Feland: Many of theſe who had 
been Civil before, were become many ways exceeding looſe; yea, ſun- 
dry who as could be conceived had true Grace, were declined much in 
tenderneſs; ſo ag.it would ſeem the Sword open a Gap, and makes every 
Body worſe than before, an inward Plague N with the outwatd. 
Yet ſome few were in a very lively Condition. I went with the Army 
to the Field, when they took in Newry, a part of the Rebels that made 
ſome Oppoſition by the way at the entry of a Wood were Killed. They 
were ſo Fat, that one might have hid their Fingers in the lirks of their 
Breaſts. The People of the North of Jreland, ſent Commiſſioners to the 
next General Aſſembly of Scotland Anno 1642, Petitioning for Miniſters 
to be ſent to them, for now they had none at all. The Aſembiy thought 
not fit to looſe any, but for four or five Years thereaiter, ordered ſome 
eight Miniſters in the Year to go over for Viſits, two for three Moneths, 
and after them other two, and in the mean time ſome Godly and able 
Young Men to be dealt with to go over for ſettling; and that theſe Mi- 


niſters might in Pariſhes Elect Elderfoips, and with the Presbitery of the 


Army, try and admitt Minifters. T'heſe Miniſters who went uſed for 
moſt part, to are themſelves to diverſe Pariſhes in ſeveral parts of 
the Country. There being ſuch. Li great number of vacant Pariſhes, yet 
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ſo as the one would alſo viſite the Place where the other had been; by 
this Appointment I was ſent over three Months in Sumer 1643, and as 
long in Summer 1645. And in Summer 1546 and 1648, I went thither 
with the Marqueſs of .4rgyl and ſome other Commiſfioners. who went to 
deſire ſome of the Scots Army in Trelayd, to be ſent to Scotland. Anno 
1648 I was defired by the Commiffion of the Kirk to deal with the 
Army, not to ſend none to the Eygadgers. For the moſt part all theſe 
three Months I Preached every Day once, and twice on the Sabbath; 
the deſtitute Pariſhes were many the hunger of the People was become 
great; and the Lord was pleaſed to furniſh otherwiſe than uſually I 
wont to get at Home. I came ordinarily the Night before to the Place 
where I was to Preach, and commonly Lodged in ſome Religious Per- 
ſons Houſe ; where we were often well refleſhed at Family Exerciſe : 
Uſually I defired no more before I went to Bed, but to make ſure the 

lace of Scripture I was to Prgach on the next Day. And riſing in the 
Moraizg, I had four or five Hours my ſelf alone, either in a Chamber 
or in the Fields; after that we went to Church, and then Dined, and 
then Rode ſome five or ſix Miles more or leſs to another Pariſh. Some- 
times there would be four or five Communions in ſeveral Places in the 
three Months time, I eſteemed theſe Viſits in Treland, the far belt time 
of all the while I was in Galloway. After the Year 1647 or 1648, the 
General Aſſembly ſent no more any for Viſits to Treland, becaufe by that 
time ſeveral Godly and able Miniſters were ſettled there. The Mini- 
ſters»with whom I keeped moſt Society, and by whofe Counſel and 
Company I profited moſt, were my Borther M Clellan at Kirkeudbright, 
Maſters Robert Hamilton at Ballantrac, George Hutchiſon at Colmonel, and 
in the Presbytrie of Stranrawer, Alexander Trumbul at Kirk-maiqes, John 
Dick at Inch, George Dick at Glenluce, and in the Presbytrie of Wigtoun, 
Andrew Lather at Mhithorn, and John Park at Mocbrum, who alſo ſuc- 
ceeded me at Strayrawer; and with all thefe I have been at Communi- 
ons, and moſt of them have been at Communions at Stranraer. 


PERIOD V. 


The «th Period of my Liſe, I reckon from the Time I was ſettled 
in the Miniſtry at Ancrum, to this preſent February 1666. In Summer 
1643 I had a Call from the Pariſh of Ancrum, and an Invitation trom 
the Presbyirie of Fedburgh, and a Preſentation from the Earl of Lothian 
the Palron, and by Act of the General Aſſembly, that Year was 'T rand. 
ported thither, and was received by the #resbytery. I the rather inclin- 
ed, becauſe I found they were generally Landwart {imple People; who 
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# moſt averſe therefrom: My Reatons were three, my own 
cy, having both a kind of nitural Antipathy againſt Publick Imploy- 
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for ſome time before, had not had 55 ach of the Goſpel as to deſpiſe 
it. In the Harveſt following. 1 tranſported my Family thither. I found 
the Tranſporting very troubleſom, being above an 100 Mills and bad 
way, and being a numerous Family, Six Children, one of them tucic- 
ing the Breaſt, four or five Servants, ſome Furniture and Books. yet the 
Lord brought us all fate thither. I dwelt a Year or two in a Houſe of 
the Earl of Lothians, till a Houſe was built for me. The People were 
very tractable but very Ignorant, and ſome of them looſe in their Car- 
riage, and it was a long time before, any competent number of them 
were brought to ſuch a .Condition, as we might adventure to Celebrate 
the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, But within ſome time ſome of 
them began to lay Religion to Heart. In the Year 1649, the Parlza- 
ment of Scotland and the Church alſo, had ſent ſome Commiſſioners to 
Treat with the King at the Hague, for Security to Religion and Li- 
berties of the Country, before his Admiſſion to the Exerciſe of his Go- 
vernment. Theſe had returned without Satisfaction, yet the Parkarent 
ſent again in Sumner 1650, the Earls of Caſſels and Lothian, Alexander 
Brody of that IIk, one of the Lords of Sefhon, Mr George Mindraim of 


Libberton an other of the Lords of Seſſion, Mr. Jobn Smith and Alexander 


Fafray, to Proſecute the foreſaid Treaty with the King at Bredab. The 
Commuſion of the Kirk choſe, Mr. James Wood and me, and after that 
alſo, by my Lord Caſſels procurement, Mr. George Huchijon, to us were 
Joined Caſels and Brod) as Ruling Elaers, that in Name of the Church, 
we ſhonld Preſent and Proſecute their Deſires; and becauſe much de- 


_ on that Treaty, I will out of my own private Obſervations, more 
ully ſet down the ſame; when it was firſt laid on me to go, I was 


n{nfhicien- 


ments and State Matters; and having ſome ſcruple, that me Miniſters 
medled but to much therein, and knowing my own unacquaintedneſs 
with, and inability in ſuch things, and my ſoftneſs of Diſpoſition, ready 
to condeſcend too eafily to any thing having a ſhow of Reaſon; not 
being able to Debate, or Diſpute any Bufſineſs, ſo that J feared I ſhould 
be a Grief and Shame to thoſe that ſent me. Beſides that I could not 
promptly ſpeak the Latine Tongue. which were requifite among For- 
reign Divizes. This firſt Reaſon, I expreſſed in the Com of the 
Kirk: The other two Which weighted as much with me 1 ſuppreſſed. 
The ſecond was, when J conſidered the Commiſſioners ſent by the State, 
I. was not willing to Embark in any Buflinefs with them. Cn{{t]s, Brody, 


and Alexarder Jafray (I had no exception againſt the other Three) 


J ſaſpeted would be more ready to cendeſcend to an Agreement uron 
| vntatc 


- — 


( 30 

unſaſe Terms. Lothian» T had ſound 10 Years before 4110 1643, when 
the Weſt roſe againit the Ergadgers returning Home from Eng/ard, that 
ne was very dillatisfied with their riſing, and he was many ways involv- 
ed with the Marques of 4gy/, who of a long time had been very in- 
tire with Hilla AAarray and Sir Rotert Murray. Negociators for the 
Nie, and who, *tis thought put him in Hope, that the King might Mar- 
ry his Daughter. Libbitoun had been long with the Ning at Jernſay, 
and brought the Overture of the Treaty, and in all his Diſcourſes gave 
Evidence of a moit earneſt deſire upon any Terms, to have the Ki 
brought Home, whereupon it is like, he thought he would have a chief 
Share of the Thanks. Sir John $7277h had tampered with James Graham 
1645, and was a Man of no great Ability; and what ability he had, I 
ſuſpected would not be well Imployed. The third Reaſon was, when I 
looked upon the whole Buſſineſs, the Terms whereupon the Ning was 
to be admitted to his Government, upon his bare Subſcribing and Swear- 
ing ſome Words, without any Evidence that it was done from the Heart, 
] tuſpected it might. prove a deſign for promoving a Malignant Intereſt, 
to the prejudice of the Work of God, and that our Nobles who had 
Power in their Hands, fearing if matters went on as formerly, that they 


might be Levelled, and knowing that many in the Kingdom would be 


ready to receive the King upon any Terms, whom poſſibly the Malig- 
nants might bring Home without them, and knowing that after ſo many 
Backſlidings, the well Aﬀected were but few, and many of them ſimple, 
and all of them defirous to give the King all his due, Religion aud 
Liberty being ſecured, they thought it ſafeſt to have the K7yg not look- 
ing much what might have been the Conſequence. For theſe Reaſons I 
was fully reſolved, to have gone Home, and taken my Hazard of any 
Cenſure of the Kirk for my Diſobedience; eſpecially when I perceived 


that ſundry well Affected, whoſe Judgment I much Reverenced, had 1 | 


great Fears ef the. Iflue of the Treaty; But according as my Nature is 
blunt, and ready to yield, chiefly to thoſe whom I know both Pious 
and Wiſe; Maſters Devid Dickſon, James Gutherie, and Patrick Gileſ. 
pie, after ſome while dealing, prevailed with me to go. One Word 
fooliſhly ſpoke then to them, which many times thereafter met me: That 
ere 1 condeſcended to go, and ro have an Hand in the Conſequences that 1 
apprebended would follow, I would choſe rather to condeſcend, if it were 
the Lord's will, 0 be Drowned in the Waters by the Way. That very 
Day we Landed at Camphier, Lothian and Libbertoun propounded, that 
Letters might be write to the Hague by the Commiſſioners, to Duke Ha- 
miltoun and the Earl of Lautherdale, and ſome other Malignants, to find 
themſelyes at Bredab to help foreward the Treaty. This was not g. 
ind wh Dan | 5 
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that greed to, but the propounding was no good Preſage of a Bleſfing, and 
Olv- ſhewed what ſort of Men ſome were minded to make uſe of. But how- 
1N- ſoever all theſe came, when we were come to Bredah. It was put on 
the my Lord Caſſels, to make ſome Speech to the Ning at our firſt receiv- 
Tar- ing, and one me to make another Speech after him, in Name of the 
rſay, Church. This Speech I did prepare; wherein were ſome Things a little 
AVE free, ſuch as I thought became a Miniſter to ſpeak, concerning the King 
Ling himſelf, and his Fathers Houle, and the Counſel and Ways he had fol- 
chief lowed. This Speech I did Communicate ſirſt to the Commiſſioners of 
tha mt the Church, after to theſe of the State, But it was once and again ſo 
d, I altered with Delations and Additions, that it was nothing like it ſelf. 


zen ] Every thing that was thought harſh, behoved to be Delate, and ſome 


was Things added, ſuch as would be Savory in the entry of the Treaty to 
vear- the King and Court. I thought it was not my part to ſtand perempto- 
leart, rily for a Paper of my own drawing, and they told me it was not my 
ereſt, own mind I was to follow, but theirs, that I agreed to all. So dan- 
had gerous it is for a Man ot ſimple Diſpoſition, to be yoaked with theſe 
they who by Wit, Authority, and Boldnefs can over-maſter him. When 
d be we began firſt to keep any Meetings, the Commiſſioners of the State, 
falig- did Choſe Caſſels to be our Preſident, and aſter continued him during all 
many the time; ſome of us at firſt thought this a Benefite, to have him *Pre- 
mple, ident, of whom we had moſt confidence, but we did find it thereafter 
1 and a diſadvantage, for ordinarly Loibian, Libbertoun, and Sir Joon Smith a- 
-look- MW greed in one Voice, and that ſometimes ſuch as ſome ot us were not 
ſons I well pleaſed with. Now there were to be of a contrare Opinion only 
f any Brody and YJafray, and thus Three being againſt two carried it, the 


eived Prefident not having liberty to give his Vote, except where there is an 
bad Equality. Some of our Number urged once, that the Treaty might be 
ture is by word of Mouth, and not by Papers; but that was rejected, I he 
Pious drawing up of the Papers to be preſented to the King, was committed 
Gilel. by theſe of the State to Brody, and by theſe of the Crrch to Mr. Jae, 


Ford Wood. Wherein this Overſight was committed in the very firtt Papers, 
: That 4 that the Words and Purpoſe of the Inſtructions were not fully kceped, 
that I but both in the Order and Matter, ſomewhat was altered or leit out by 
it were them that drew them up, and more thereafter was altered upon Debate 
at very in the Meetings, whither for Exornation of the Language, or to ſeen 
d, that not to be tied to the Words and Order of them, or to mike Things 
ke Ha- Smoath in the beginning, or if there were a Defiga in ſome that de- 
to find bated the Alterations, that ſoine Things might not be mentioned at firit, 
not A. which they having founded the mind of the Court, found would not be 

greed WI calily granted. Eut we found it did harm thereafter, when theſe of the 
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Court alledged, that we behoved to reſt ſatisfied with what was in our 
firſt Papers. We had Acceſsto the King on Tueſday, yet no Papers of 

the Treaty were delivered to him till the Munday after; which was 

ſome neglect of Diligence, the Porkament having limited the Treaty to 

Thirty Days, and only granting ten Days more, in caſe there were ap- 

pearance of Agreement at theſe Thirty Days end. And after the de- 

livering of theſe firſt Papers, Lothian, Libbertoun, and Sir Jobs Smith, 

went to Antwerp and Bruyſles, and ftaid ſome eight or ten Days, fo that 

when the King had given us his firſt Papers the Saturday following, no 

Return could be made to them through their Abſence, till Wednefday 

or Thwſday of the next Week; we found the King of a Courteous and 

tractable like Diſpofition, which made ſome of us ſuſpect that if all of 

us had dealt alike earneſtly, eſpecially Lothian, and Libbertous, who moft 

frequently and privately reſorted to the Court, but moſt of all Eibbertoun, 

that the King at the firſt had granted all our Deſires fully. The reafon 

why we thus ſuſpected, was, theſe of our Number in Debating in our 

meetings agreed that he ſhould not be ſo much preſſed in them: Alledg- 

ing trequently that Commiſſioners had always power to manage their 

Initructions, and that we ought not for ſuch Things to break off the 

Treaty, and undo the Ning and his Buſſineſs None of us three Mini- 

ſters ever went to the King alone, but often altogether, or at leaſt two 

of us. We went but ſeldom, but when ever we went, we had Acceſs 

and liberty to ſtay, and ſpeak ſo long as we pleaſed. We oft urged 

that if the Ning had any Scruples againſt the Covenant, or any of the 

parts of Uniformity, or deſires of the Treaty that he would impart them 

to us: But he never propounded any ſuch thing to us. One time IT Iy- 
ing Sick of the Megrum, the other two having been with him reported 
to me, that having entered in ſome kind of Diſpute with him about E- 
piſcopacy and Ceremonies; they found that he had been Poyſoned in 
his Principles by theſe that had been with him; denying that the Scrip- 
ture was a perfect Rule in theſe things controverted; and enquiring how 
People knew it was the Word of God, but by the Teſtimony of the 
Church? All the while of the Treaty at Bredab, he continued the 
Uſe of the Service-Book and of his Chapla/zs, and many Nights there 
was Balling and Dancing till ſome Time near Day. At the beginning 


of the Treaty it was reported to us by Libbefton, that a Gentleman 
had come to the Kvg from Paris, being ſent by his Mother, defiring 


that by all means he ſhould cloſe with the Scots, otherwiſe the was re- 
ſolved never to come out of that Cloyſter, through the Gate whereaf 
ſhe then ſpoke to the Gentleman, And all the while it was ſo looked 
upon, that there were two Factions at Court, the one (the Queens 


Fac- 
tion 
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dur tion) was for the cloſe of the Treaty, the other, called Prince Rt ers. 
of wherein was alſo the Queen of Bohemia his Mother, and James Gra, , 
TAs were {ſuppoſed to be againit the Treaty. All theſe things made me al- 
to wiſe ſuſpect there would be no Bleſſing on the Treaty, and miny a 
ap- Time Mr. Hutchiſon and I whoſe Chambers joyned cloſs one to ano- 
de- ther, would confeſs one to the other, that we were glad when the Trea- 
Ib, ty was like to break up, and ſid when there was appearance of cloſing 
that it, It was found thereafrer, that in the very Tine of the Treaty. 
no James Grahan by Commiſſion from the Ning Invaded Scorlavd, with an 
day Army, who being Defea this Commiſſion was fouad, himſelf brought to 
and Edinburgh and Hanged. It was an Omiſſion that we who were Com- 
] of miſſioners for the Kirk, ſeldom ever met in a Meeting ſeveral by our 
noft ſelves, but ſatisfied our ſelves with drawing up and giving in our Pa- 
oun, pers ſeveral from the Hates Papers, and with joy ning with the Mect- 
fon 1ngs of the Commiſſioners of the State. I was diſſatisſied with the whole 
our Management of the Treaty. For firſt it ſeemed rather like a Mer- 
edg- chants Bargain of prigging ſomewhat higher or lower, than ingenuous 
heir dealing; and ſo far as could be diſcerned, the King granted nothing, 
the but what he was in a ſort compelled to, and which if he had had his 
[ini- full Freedom, he would not willingly have granted, which poſſibly was 
ws rather the Fault of thoſe that were about him, than his own. 2dly, 
ceſs 


The Prince of Orange, and one Mr. Medwa!, who were imployed by 
the King, were ſometimes ſpoken with; But Laurherdale who had done 
no good Offices to Scotland before, whether brought in, or coming of 


hem himſelf, yet was preſent at ſome of our Meetings and Debates, and Papers 
I ty- and Reſolutions were Communicated ſometimes to him, and to Duke Hal. 
YNted WM 7oun. 3dly, The King in his Demands, the granting whereof he deſired 
it E. to be previous to all his Conceſſions, required ſome Things which although 
d in they were not directly granted, yet diſcovered his purpoſe and Inclina- 
crip- tion, as that there ſhould be an Union of all for promoving his Inter- 
low eſt. And altho' the Demand did not mention the Ih Rebels and James 
f the Graham, yet, if it had been granted, it would have included them. 4½/ö ), 
. „ Some of the King's Demands as that anent the Engadgers, and that a- 
there 


nent the enſuring to proſecute the King's Intereſt in Englard, the Com- 

miſſioners tho* not Inſtructed to Anſwer theſe, yet adventured to go a 
good length in giving Aſſurance for them. And ſaid, for the Firſt they 
had an Act of Parliament for their Warrant, altho' it was Replyed, 
that not Acts of Parliament, but their ſpecial Inſtructions were the 
bounding of their Commiſſion, and that ſame AQ of Parliament did not 
fully warrant what they granted. p99, In ſome Debates, when they 


were 
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were for granting things which were not in their Inſtructions, it was 
many a Time by them alledged that they had Private Inſtructions, yet 
when at laſt ſome deſired a ſight of them, it was confeſſed they had 
none. Only ſome Words had been ſpoken by ſome Prime Men in ſome ¶ to 


rivate Conference. 6thly, In the King's Commiſſions, which by the we 
Parliaments Inſtructions, ſhould have preceeded any invitation, ſome the 
Material Things were left out, yet they proceeded to cloſe the Treaty Da 
and to invite, and ſome debated that the want of theſe Things, ſhould Tr. 


not hinder the Cloſing thereof. Altho? thereafter when the Cloſed Trea- ter 
ty was ſent Home, the Parliament by their Second Inſtructions, which 
were no other but the renewing of the Firſt, declared that they did 
not approve the Treaty without theſe. u, When ſome urged that 
the Parliament of Scoand, would not find themſelves obliged to the 
Treaty, if Things were Agreed to beſide, or beyond the Inſtructions, 
*twas leplyed by ſome of the Commiſſioners, that they had Heads, and 
Eſtates to Loſs, and that the Parliament might call them to an Account 
for what they did, but both the Parliament and Kingdom of Scotland, 
wculd be bound to all that they had done in their Name. All theſe | 
Things I was diflatisfied with, and in my own blunt way, declared the Þ to 
ſame, as I had Occaſion to Speak, but had no the ability or hardineſs to te 
Debate and argue any of theſe Things. There was no great Haſte made h 
the firſt three or four Weeks of the Treaty, but when it came towards 1 
the Fortieth Day, it was much Urged by ſome of the Commiſfioners, | 
that by any means the Treaty ſhould End by Agreement, before that 
Day were paſt, and when it came to the laſt Day that the Invitation 
to the King was drawn up and to be Subſcribed, they firſt enquired the 
Opinion of us Three Miniſters, becauſe we could not have a Vote a- 
mong themſelves, who were Commiſſioners of the State: When my. 
Opimon was asked. I told thay as I conceived, alibo' a State or their 
Commiſſioners ſhould agree with a King, «pon Terms Diſadvantageous to 
Religion and, Liberly, a Mimnfler might well ſhow his Mind, but if they 
avent on, it Was not a Miniſiers part to opfoſe the ſame; but ſubmitt him. 
elf to the Government, altho* not righily Conſtiute, and defired them to do 
according as they found themſcives warranted in their Commiſſion and In. 
ſiruftions. 1 am ſince convinced, that I might have dealt more freely, 
and ſhewed them, that I thought their Proceedings were not conſonant 
to their Inſtructions, and that the Honeit Party in Scotland, would not 
be ſatisfied with them; and that fo far as I could diſcern, there was 
no appearance of a Bleſſing from God upon the Treaty But partly I ſaw 
ſuch a Torrent of carrying on that Buſſineſs, partly I ſomewhat doubt- 
ed my own Judgement, partly my weakneſs of Nature made me neglect 


that 
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v had that Duty. After this Mr. James un / l Secretary to the Commiſſi- 
A 


oners, was ſent Home to Scotland with the Cloſed Treaty. I thought 


ſome to have Written Home my Senſe of the whole Builineſs, but partly we 
y the were ſtrictly forbidden by the Commiſſioners, to divulge any Thing of 
ſome the Treaty, or Write any thing of it; partly J had obſerved Mr. Jams 
realy ¶ Dalrymle a little tov foreward, for that ſame way of the Cloſing of the 
hould Treaty. Altho' great haſte was made to Cloſe the Treaty, yet at- 
Trea- ter it was ended, we perceived no great haſte of going to Scotland. Lhe 
which ¶ Saturday before the King left Breda to come to Scotland, we gat notice 
y did about three or four of the Clock in the Afternoon, that he was about to 
1 that Communicate Kneeling the Morrow after, We that were Commiſſion- 
o the ers for the Church, prepared a Paper and preſented to him, and both in 
tions, the Paper and by Speech, ſhewed the Sin of ſo doing, and provocation 
, and of God to procure the blaſting of all his Deſigns, and what Inconvent- 
count 'F ency it might bring on his Buſſineſs, and Confirmation to all Ene- 
Hand, mies, and what Scandal to ſuch as were Honeſt, and how it was againſt 
theſe that which he had granted in his Conceſſions, and would confirm ſome 
ed the to think, that he was but dallying with God and with us; we left him 
eſs to to think upon it till after Supper, but when we went to him, we found 
made him tenactouſly reſolute to continue his Purpoſe. He ſaid, His Fa'her 
wards * uſed always to Communicate at Chriſtmaſs, Eaſler, and Whitſunday, ard be 
oners, Zeboved to do ſo likewiſe, and that Peotle would think flrange of him, if 
> that i bavirg reſolved to Communicate he ſhould forbear it, and that he did it to 
tation procure a Bling from God on bis intended Voyage. We fſhewed him that 


d the we feared the Lord ſhould indeed declare whither he approved that 


te a- his way or not; and earneſtly preſſed he would forbear, ſeeing albeit 
n my. the Action were never ſo lawfull he might upon ſome Conſiderations 

their forbear it: But we could not prevail. He did Communicate Kneeling, 
us to and beſides ſome diſorder committed by the Chaplain; Bramile who was 
f they ¶ once pretended Biſhop of Derry did give the Bleffing after the Action. 
Hir. It was abundantly known to all the Commiſſioners, that moſt of all the 
to do Malignants and evil Inſtruments about the Ning were intending to Sco- 
d In. land with him; yet no effectual Courſe was taken to debarr them, al- 
reely, tho' It was in one of the Inſtructions to urge the ſame. On Saturday 
»nant thereaſter when all the Commiſſioners were Aboard, except Caſſels and 
d not ¶ Lothian, who were with the King at Unſerlerdick, the new Letters and 
* was IM Inſtructions from the Parliament and Commiſſion of the Kirk, wherein 
I ſaw they declared their Diſſatifaction with the Treaty; and ſuch other Things 
loubt- to be obtained; and declared the Treaty otherways to be Null and Void, 
22leat and the Perſuns Names were ſer down who ſhould-be left in Holland. T heſe 


that came to the two Lords (Caſſels and Lotlian) and being read by them, 
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and as ſome ſay, ſhown to Hamilton and Lautherdale, who were expreſſy 
by theſe Inſtructions forbidden to come to Scotlasd, were ſent Aboard to 
us. How welcome theſe were to ſome of us is not eaſie to expreſs; others, 
as particularly LbLertoy, were not ſo well ſatisfied with them, but preſently 
we took Boat to go aſhoar, with Reſolution not to come Aboard tiil we had 
obtained Satisfaction to the Parliament. The Wind did not ſuffer us to go 
aſhoar at Ta1bay, which was the next way to Unſerlerdick, but put us to Sca- 


velin, where Landing about Midnight, and not being able to go in Waggon 


to Tarhay, the Sea being full, we tent two on Foot to Tarhay to meet the 
Lords, it they 


not to go Aboard, till we ſhould come to them. For we were afraid that 


aſter theſe Letters, (altho' the wind was contrary ) both the King and Lords, | 


and the Malignants, who ſhould have ſtaid behind, ſhould e haſle to go 
Aboard before any more Treaty. We our ſelves behoved to go about by 
the Hague, and Rode all Night, and coming to Usſerlerdick about break of 
Day or a little after, found that the King and all were gone, We followed 


ſo {aſt as we could to Tarhay, but all were gone Aboard; the two that we ‚ 


had ſent met the Lords, and ſpoke as we had deſired them; But they ſaid 
Lothian would needs go Aboard with the King, and drew Caſſels along 
with him. When we were ſtanding amazed on the Shore, one Mr. Web- 
ſter of Amſterdam comes to go Aboard, and warned the King, that the 
Parliament of Exgland had Twenty two Ships at Sea to wait for him. 
He going Aboard in a Boat to the reſt, and after him Sir John Smith 
upon his call, in the ſame Boat. Brody, Alexander Jafjray, and we three 
Miniſters ſtaid. Some of us may ſay, we never ſaw a heavier Day than 
that Sabbath was. After Prayer together and apart, when we were con- 
fulting what to do, Mr, James Wood's Opinion was to go Aboard; ſay- 
ing, that it was a pity, that the King and my Lord Caſs ſhould be there 
and none to Preach to them. Zrody, and Alexander Jafjray ſaid, it were to 
have been wiſhed that they had ſtaid aſhore, but now as matters ſtood, it was 
beſt to go Aboard and diſcharge their Truſt, in the Laft Innructions 
from the Parliament; Mr. George Hutchiſon inclined with the ſame. For 
my part 1 told, I had no light, nor inclination to go Aboard : I thought 
both in regard of the profane Malignant Company, :nd in regard huw 
Matters ſtood in the Treaty, We were taking along tre Tlague of God 
to Scotland, and I ſhould not deſire to go along, but would go back to Ro- 
' terdan, and come with the firſt conveniency. Hereat Mr. Hutchiſon ſaid 
he would go back with me, and not let it be ſaid, that I was left alone 


in a ſtrange Country. I urged him, that ſeeing his Light ſerved him to go 
Aboard, he would not draw back from it for me, 1 bad Edward Gilleſ- 


pie, who brought us the Parliaments Letters, and Jo Lon, and my Bro- 
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ſhould come thither before we came at them, to deſire them 
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ther Andrew Stevenſon, to go along MAY He perſiſted that he would go 
with me, yet thereby my Mind would not incline to go Aboard, By this 
time a Boat comes from the Kixg's Ship, and Letters from the two Lords, 
defiring us as we would not marr the Buſſineſs of the King and Kingdom 
to come Aboard: Yet for all this my Mind was bent for Rorerda. 
At laſt Brody, and Mr. Hurchiſo» propounded, that I ſhould only go to 
the Ship fide, and there the reft ſhould come down to the Boat, that we 
we might ſpeak a little of our Buſſineſs, and 1 ſhould take my leave of 
them, and come aſhoar again in the ſame Boat; to this 3]tho unwillingly 
1 did agree. When the boat was come to the Ship fide, and the reſt gone 
up, I ftayed in the Boat looking they ſhould come lown, but Caſſ-!s and 
Mr. Hutchiſov came and called me up, ſaying, it would be unſcemly for 
Commiſfioners of the Kingdom of Scotland, in fight of ſo mayy onlook- 
ers, to come to an open Boat to ſpeak to any Bufineſs and ceiired that 
I would only come a little to the Gunner-room and ſpeak with them, 
and the Boat ſhould be ſtaid till I ſhould go back. I went vp and de- 
fired a young Man that was with me to wait that the Boa: ſhould not 
go away. But within a little time he comes and tells, that the Boat 
was gone and under Sail Whither this was done of purpoſe, Men mak- 
ing a mock of peviſhneſs and folly as they thought, or otherwiſe, I will 
not determine; but 1 looked upon my felt as in little other condition 
than of a Priſoner. That Night when they were coytulting what to do 
in Reference to their laſt Inſtructions, Lothias and Liter/gun were of the 
mind, that no Application thould be made to the King anent theſe late 
Inſtructions, till they were arrived in Scotland, Saying, that if they did 
it would provoke the Rig to take ſome other Quuiſe, and not to go. 
to Scotland at all. The next day I not being well, and having but very 
il Accomodation in that Ship wherein the K7yg was, for Mr. Jaßray 
and I had been called Aboard the Kings Ship, and conſultation being had 
what to do in Reference to the new Inſtructions, if it had not been that 
Sir John Smith, (who uſed not before in his Vote to diſſent from Lothias, 
and Libertoun,) had given his Vote for Applications, there had none been 
made before we had come to Scotiaud; But he and Brody an Mr Taf- 
fray, being for Applications, *twas carried by one Vote; and ſo Papers 
were prepared and given to the Ning, who by his next Papers deiired 
to know whither the Commiſſioners would ſtand to their ftzit agreement, 
and give him affurance of Honour, Safety and Freedom in Scotland, is 
they had done before, When much Debate to and again had been uſed 
for many Days, and at laſt Papers had been prepared by Commiiſioners 
both of Srate and Church for Exonaration, and in ſhort giving wp tle 
Treaty, and when there was no appearance of Satisfaction, but rather 
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of the Contrary, all of a ſudden, on the Friday before we came aſhoar 
in Sco'land, Libertoun comes from the Ning and tells, that the Ning 
was ready to Swear and Subſcribe the Covenant. This was ſuſpicious 
like to ſome of us, eſpecially ſeeing ſome other things which ſhould have 
been granted before that, were not then agreed too, and that the Parli- 
ament in theſe laſt Inſtructions, had not deſired the Kixg's Subſcribing 
and Swearing the Covenant, but an Obligation to do it. But theſe other 
Things were afterwards granted that Day. And becauſe er'e we came 
out of Scotlard it was deſired, that if the King could be moved to Swear 
the Covenant in Holland, it ſhould be ſo done, the Commiſſioners reſolv- 
ed that they would accept of his Swearing and Subſcription. It was 
laid on me to Preach the next Sabbath when he ſhould Swear it, and 
"OE to read the Na'ional Covenant and Solemn League, and take His Oath; 
1 the which Day alſo we came to an Anchor at the Mouth of the Sey. 
I would gladly. have put it of till we had been in Scotland, or that fume 
I of the other two Miniſters thould Preach, but all the reſt preſſed moſt 
earneltly, urging what a great Scandal it would be; and how tar honeſt 
Men would be diſſatisfied, if the King's offer of Swearing the Covenant 
ſhould be rejected. According to my ſoftneſs and ſillineſs of Diſpofiti- 
on, I was moved to agree. On the Sabbath Morning before we met for 
Sermon, ſome told me that the King was minded to ſpeak ſome Words 
when he Swore the Covenant, that what he did ſhould not import any 
iutringing of the Laws of the Kingdom of Eyvland; Becauſe. he ſaid, 
that way he behoved to prevent the ſtumbling his Eng/i/b Subjects, be- 
cauſe in the Declaration annexed to the Covenant which he was to Swear, 
he bound himſelf to confirm Acts, Bills or Ordinances of the Parliament 
of England, ratifying the Solemn League and Covenant; which Acts and 
Ordinances were expired with the late Rig. I went to the reſt of the 
Committioners and told them; and we all went to the King and told him, 
that we could not receive his Oath, if he added any one word, to the 
Words that were to be Read, that would declare the Oath no Oath. 
He pieſſed much and long that he behoved to do it; ſo that I began to 
be hopefull his Swearing might be put off for that Day. At laſt he ſaid, 
he would forbear to ſpeak theſe Words. Yet 1 urged, that ſeeing both 
he and we were in ſome heat and Diſtemper by that Diſpute, that his 
Swearing might be foreborn till another Day, but both he and the Com- 
mitkoners pre ſſed, that it ſhould not be delayed; For the outward part 
of Swearing and Subſcribing the Covenant, the King performed any 
| Thing that could have been required ; but it ſeems to have been the 
b Guilt not of the Commiſsioners only, but of the whole Kingdom, of the 
K. ate, yea, of the Church, who knew the Terms whercupon the Szate 
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was to admitt him to his Government, yet without any Evidence of a 


real Change upon his Heart, and without forſaking former Principles, 
Counſels and Company, yea when, as ſome ſay, Letters found among 
James Grahar's Papers did Evidence the Contrary, yet they proceeded 
to Admitt him to the Exerciſe of his Government, whereas by the 
laſt Initructions by the Parliament, which came tote Coinmiltioners 
Hands in Holland, er'e the King and they came Aboard, ten or twelve 
Perſons expreſly named ſhould not have come tiome, yet all theſe Per— 
ſons except two or three. who were not preſent, did come along to Scot- 
land. Neither did the Commithoners of the Stag e, make any Application 
to the King, by Subſcribed Paper anent that Article of their Inſtructi— 
ons, till two Days after he was Landed in Scotland at the Bogue of 
Geigh, at which Time, they were all in the Country; and at this time 
did Caſſels to my Obſervation, give ſome Evidence of declining; for 
from the very Time that theſe laſt Iuſtructions came, he did always De- 
clare himſelf Diſſatisfied, that the Parliament ſhould have controlled any 
Thing of their Proceedings in the Treaty, till they had been preſent to 
Anſwer for themſelves. After we had Landed I drew behind, and leit 
the King and the Court, and never did fee him again but one blink in 
Dundee as I was coming homeward. And after we weie come to Eds 
burgh, the General Aſſembly being Sitting, and Mr. Hatch and TI being 
deſired to make Relation to the 4ſſermtly, of the Proceedings of the Treaty, 
we firſt committed what we had drawn up to ſome Minliters in private, 
and told them of the King's Knecling at the Communion, and of the Fa- 
per which we had given him thereagent, and ſome of thoſe Things a- 
bove-mention'd; but they defired us to forbear the mentioning in the Afr mt. 
bly of that Paper, or any Thing that might tend to make the Ng 
and his Way Odious, in the Entry of His Government, and we at their 
Deſire did forbear. The while I was in Holland, my Wite Riding by 
the Miln of Nether Ancrum, through the unskilfullineſs of the Servant 
that Rode before her, fell in the Miln Dam, and was carried down the 
Trougus, till with her Body the ſtopped the outer Wheel then faſt going, 
Providence ſo ov: dered, that the Wheel wanting one of the Awes, and juit 
over againit that Part of the Wheel which wanted that Piece of Lim- 
ber, her Body was drawn down and ſo ſtopped the going of the Miln, 
and continued in that Caſe the Water ſti}] falling about her, till a 


Gentleman who ſaw her, and was about half a qnarter of a Mile Ditant, 
came running, and cauſed the People go within the Min and turn the 
outer Wheel back, and ſo got her out and carried her Home, ihe was 
all bruiſed, and on the third Day a ſore Fever ſeized her, yet it pleaſ- 
ed the Lord that ſhe Recovered, and wrote to me to Hallund, that fhe 
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th-mgm the was therein an Emblem, of what our Treaty was like to 
bring on the Cburch and Land. When I took my leave of the King at 
Dundee, I being alone with him, begged Liberty to uſe ſome freedom 
with him, which he granted, after I had ſpoke ſome Things anent his 
Carriage, I proponnded, that he ſaw the Exgliſſß Army animated by ma- 
ny Victories, for his Sake coming in upon Scorlard, which at preſent was 
in a very low Condition, and therefore that he may with his Council de. 
viſe ſome way to divert that preſent Stroak, by ſome Declaration or ſome 
ſuch way, wherein he needed not quite or weaken his Right to the Crown 
of Erglard; But only ſhow that for the preſent, he was not to proſecute his 
Title by the Sword, but wait till their Confuſſions being evaniſhed they 
were in better Caſe to be Governed, and till he were called by the Peo- 
ple there; which I was confident a ſhort whiles good Government in Sco- 
11rd would catily produce. He was not pleaſed to reliſh the Motion, and 
ſaid, he hoped I would not wiſh him to Sell his Fathers Blood, by that and 
ſome other Paſſages of my Life I gathered, that either I was not called 
to meddle in any Publick State Matters, or that my medling ſhould have 
but ſmall ſucceſs; for in the Year 1654, when Twas in London, I propoun- 
ded to the Lord Protector. that he would take off the heavy Fines, which 
they had laid on ſeveral in Scotland; which neither they were able to pay, 
and the Payment would alienate their minds the more; Ne ſeemed to like 
the Overture; but when he had ſpoken with his Council, many of 'em be- 
ing to have a ſhare in theſe Fines, they went on in their purpoſe. The Ge- 
neral Aſſembly appointed ſome Miniſters, and among them me alſo to wait 
on the Army, and the Committee of Eſtates that refided with the Army; 
But the apprehenſion and Fear of what inſued, made that I had no free- 
dom to go thither, but went Home, till we got the ſad News of the de- 
eat at Dumbar. Aiter that IT got alſo Letters from them that were in Dam 
frice, who were upon the Remonſtrance to come and join with them, but 
I had not clearneſs to go. But ſome while after I went to S/7rling to the 
Commiſſion of Nie, and there in a great Meeting declared how ſenſible 
I was, that being overruled by ſome others, I had not made a perfect Nar- 
ration of the Treaty in the General Aſſembly. The Winter after the defeat 
of Dambar, I ſtaid at Home, and ſo did moſt of the Miniſters and Gentry 
of tlie South, and ſo were in a far better Condition than thoſe of ſome 
other Parts, where the Miniſters and Gentry went to the North fide of 
Forth; for the Egli Army Deſtroyed almoſt all that they left; ſome- 
times ſome of the Knol /þ quartered in my Houſe, but neither many nor 
long, but while they ſtayed, I neither Eat nor Drank with any of them, 
nor hardly ſpoke with them. nor ever went for any Buflineſs to. any of 
their Officers. Yea, when General Cromwel wrote to me from Edinb 
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o come and ſpeak to him, Iexcuſed my ſelf. That Winter the unhappy buſi. 


nets fell out anent the Publick Reſolutions. My Light carried me to join 


ith them that Proteſted againit theſe Reſolutions, and the Aſe/zlly thut 
ollowed thereafter ; and I was preſent at the firſt Meeting of ſome of the 
Proteſters in the Weſt at Kilmarnock, thereafter at ſeveral of their Meetings; 


ut indeed I was not ſatisfied in my Mind, that the Proteſters keeped fo many 


Meetings, ſo numerous, and of ſo long continuance, which I thought made 
the Diviſion wider, and more conſpicuous than otherwiſe it would have 
been, and therefore I ſtaid from many Meetings. Some two or three Years 


iter the Engl; had in a manner Subdued the Land, there began ſome reviy- 
ing of the Work of God in the Land. In ſeveral parts ſundry were brought 
in by the Miniftry ofthe Word; amongſt which there were ſome alſo in the 
Pariſh of Ancrum, and other parts of the South, In Tiviotdale and the Merſe, 
Communions were very lively and much frequented. We had ſeveral Month- 
ly Meetings in theſe two Shires. The Miniſters in that Country with whom 
I keeped moſt Correſpondence were in Jedburgb Presbytery where I lived, 
Maſters James Ker at Abotrule, John Scot at Oxnam, and my Son in Law 70! 
Scot at'Hawick. In other Presbyteries, Maſters James Guthry at Lather, who 
thereafter went to Stirling ) Thomas Donaldſon at Smulom, Fohn Lerch at 
Weft-ruther, James Kirkton at Mertoun, William Elliot at Yarow, John Sumer vail 
at Edin, Samuel Rue at Sprouſſtoy, Edward Jameſon at Swinton, David 
Douglaſs at Hilton, Fames Tweedy at Culdon, Thomas Ramſay at Mordingtor, 
Luke Ogle at Berwick, The Gentlemen in that Country with whom 1 con- 
verſed moſt wore, Sir Andrew; Ker at Greenbead, Sir Willian Scot of Hardirg. 
Sir Gideon Scot of Haycheſter, Sir Walter Riddal of that IIk, and his Son, Wal- 
ter Pringle of Greenknow, George Pringle of Torwodlie, Alex174er Prinele of 
Whitebank; all theſe and their Ladys alſo; As alſo the Lady Sto/s, the Lady 
Newton, and Miſtres Elliot of Craigend, I looked upon as well affected Pet- 
ſons, and have been oft well refreſhed at Exerciſe in their Houſes, and at 
Communions where ſome of them had Intereſt, and at Communions with ſc- 
veral of the Miniſters before mentioned, all within the Province of Merſe 
and T:wviotdale, and within the Province of Edinburgh, Bortwick, Ormeſion, 
Whitekirk and Tynerwick. A motion being made at one Communion, anent 
Chriſtians honouring God with their Subſtance, theſe Gentlemen above-nam- 
ed, together with molt of the Miniſters before mentioned, and ſome few other 
Profeſſors, agreed among themſelves, and ſubſcribed to give a certain Portion 
Yearly, which came in all to 30 Lib. Ster. a Year, and was imployed only u- 
pon diſtreſſed Chriſtians, and breeding of hopeful Youth in Learning In 
Summer 1654, Mr. Patrick Gileſpie, Mr. John Merzies and 1, were called by 
Letters from the Protector to come to London: I went becauſe he had the pre- 
lent Power over the Land, and I 8 1 we might procure ſome good to Scot- 
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land. I went the rather hecauſe at that time, the M-ſs 7ro-prrs were in the 
Nigat time ſeeking for me at my Houſe, and I was like not to beſo long in 
ſnety; but being at London 1 found no great Advantage. but leit the other 
twothere and came home. After that the Pariſh of Rillluche in Ireland where 
I nad formerly been, ſent a Commiſſioner once and again, with a Call to me 
to return to them. It I could have obtained fair looſing, my Mind inclined 
{omewhat to have gone, becauſe of the preſent Diſtractions in Sco/land, and 
becaute that I thought Irelund had more need and more appearance of ſucceſs; 
but many a time both before and after, I found that things I inclined to were 
duappointed, and fell better out another way. The Sy nod of Merſe and TI. 
w/01dile refuſed to looſe me, and ſome five or fix Miniſters in other parts, on 
whoſe Judgments I relyed diſwaded me ; only they adviſed me that I ſhould 
firſt make a viſite to Icland. Therefore in Summer 1656 I went over; and 
our Friends in T7vozdale put themſelves to the trouble, to ſend Collonel Ker 
and Mr. John Scot of Oxua m along, to ſee the Caſe of Trelard. When I came 
I could not get Preaching in Nillinchie any way as in former times, and that 
{ took as a Declaration of the Lord's mind, that I ſhould not goto ſettle there; 
yea, I «id not find above two or three Families, nor above ten or twelve Per- 
ions that had been in that Pariſh when I was there. So great a Change had the 
Rebellion and Devaſtation brought, and that all almoit were new Inhabi- 
tants. 1 Preached in ſeveral parts and was at ſome Communions, and was at a 
great Meeting of their Presbytery in the North, which was more like a Sy- 
nod; where were 30 or 36 Miniſters, and Ruling Elders from 60 or 80 Pa- 
riſhes. And that Presbytery was divided in three ſeveral Committees, that 
met apart in three ſeveral parts of the Country. One of theſe Committees 
had 20 or 24 vacant Pariſhes, which they ſupplied ſending two or three Mi. 
niſtets at once ty viſite for two or three Months, and after that others by turns. 
The Chief of theſe Miniſters that I was acquainted with were, Maſters John 
Greg Miniſter at Newtoun, Andrew Stwart at Donochadee, - William Ricbard- 
(cr at Kill leach, Andrew M*Cor mick at Macheraly, Jobn Dryſdale at Porto- 
ferry, Thomas Peetles at Dundonald, Patrick Adeer at Carneaſile, Thomas Hall 
at Log lern. Robert Cunningham at Brodiſland, Avdrew Kennedy at Temple- 
Patrick, I bomas Crawford at Dunigore, David Batile at Balemanoch, John 
Douglaſs at Braid, Samuel Ker at Bellemonie, Jeremiab O.quein at --—-, Gabriel 
Cornel, William Semple at Kilcoum, Hugh Cunningham at Ray, William Moor: 
craft at Newtoun-Stwart. Afterwards ſome more Miniſters were placed in the 
North ot Ireland, ſo that in all they were above 60: And Killinchic was well 
provided by Mr. Michael Bauce. As I came Home I ſtayed ſome few Days to 
ice Friends in Callaway, amongſt whom I had dwelt before. 1 was at a Com- 
munion at 9/rarrawer, and another at At before I came Home. During my 
abode in Jreiaxd, being occaſionally at Dablin: The Council there urge 


d me 
. 0 


of 


in the 
lig in 
Other 
where 

tO me 
lined 
7, and 
Iccels; 
were 
1d TI. 
ts, on 
hould 
and 
1 Ker 
came 
4 that 
there; 
e Per. 
ad the 
lhab1- 
Sata 
A SY- 
O Pa. 
„ that 
littees 
e Mi. 
turns. 

John 
bard 
Porto- 
s Hall 
4/4 ple- 
John 
a byiel 
Moor. 
in the 
well 
ays to 
Coni- 
8 my 
d me 

. to 


4.3 | 
to accept a Charge in Dublin, and offered me 200 Lib. Ser. a Year, but that 
was to me no Tentation, ſeeing I was not looſed from Arcrum, and if I had 
been, I was reſolved rather to ſettle at Killinchie among the Scots in the 
North, than any where elſe. When in Samer 1650, the Word came of the 
King's being called Home, Iclearly foreſaw there would enſue anoverturning 
of the whole Work of Reformation, and a Tryal to all who would ad- 
here thereunto. In the Year 1662, after the Parliament and Council had by 
Proclamations, ordered all Miniſters who had come in ince the Year 169 
and had not keept the Holy-day of the 24 of May, either to acknowledge 
the Prelates or remove, I might well foreſee a Storm was coming. At 
the laſt Communion we had at Ancrum on the 12 of October, and which was 
more frequent than any beſore; after Sermon on the Murday it pleaſed the 
Lord, I got my Mouth opened in a reaſonable large Diſcourſe, anent the 
Grounds and Encouragements to Suffering, for the preſent Controverlic of 
the Kingdom of Chrilt, in the appointing of the Government of his Houſe, 
and in a manner took my Leave, altho' I knew nothing of what was 
then in Hand, and followed-ſhortly after; but on the 20 of November, I 
got Letters from ſome Friends in Edinburgh, that upon the 18 of that 
Month, the Council had ordained ſome 12 or 16 Miniſters to be brought 
before them, whereof I was one; I went preſently to Edinburgh, and keept 
my ſelf cloſs for ſome Days, till I ſhould in a private way ſearch and 
get ſome notice what they were minded to do: E or if they ſhould only 
proceed to Baniſhment, as they had the Year before done to Mr. Mtward 
and and Mr. 8% ſon, I was reſolved to appear altho' the Citation had 
not come to me, but if that I found that they were upon ſuch a defign as 
againſt Mr Guthrie, that my Life were in Danger, I was minded to lurk 
and not to appear, ſeeing I was not Cited nor Apprehended. Eut finding 
their Sentences would be only Baniſhment, and Mr Crail having got that 
Sentence on the gth of December being called before the Council, I did on the 
11th of December appear. I have in another Paper ſet down what paſt when 
I was before the Council; the Sum of all came to this. They required 
me to ſubſcribe the Qath, which they called the Oath of Alledgiance, where- 
in the King was to be acknowledged Supream Governour over ail Perſons, 
and in all cauſes both Civil and Eccleſiaſtick; This I know well was cun- 
trived by them, in ſo genera] ambiguous and comprehenſive I erms, that if 
might import the receeding from the Covenant tor Reformation, and the 
owning as lawfull the bringing in of the Bybops And the Stier belore 
when ſome Miniſters of the Weſt had given in their Senſe, that they would 
acknowledge the King Supream Civil Governour, even in Eccleitaltick 
Matters, that Senſe was rejected, Therefore l refuſed to take ſonic time to 
adviſement anent the Matter, Ov who had been be fore them had 2 

2 | his 


was refuſed; Jalſo petitioned once and again for an Extract of my Sentence; 
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9 I thought would import that I was not fully clear, nor reſolved in the 


atter, and would both render my ſelf obnoxious to many Tentations, and 
otiend and weaken many others: Theretoie I told 1 needed not take time, 
ſeeing I was abundantly 


| ily clear, that I could not take that Oath. I his made 
them the ſharper againit me: They pronounced the Sentence of Baniſhment, 


5 within 48 Hours, I ſhould depart Edinburgh, and go to the North tide of 
Tay, 


„ and within two Months depart out of all the Ring's Dominions. The 8 
vr hile I was in the outer-· Houſe before the Council. Houſe door; being remov- | 
ed till the Council adviſed anent my Sentence. There being preſent ſeveral - 
ot my Friends, and a great many other People, one James Wallace who * 
once had been a Profeflor, and thereafter had turned an Antinomian, whoſe t 
renouncing of Antinomianiſn, I got from Mr. Milliam Struthers of Edinburgh, h 
and have yet by me, aud who alſo turned again to the ſame Opinion and | , 
1 
l 
5 


practices, and when J was in Nllinchie in Ireland, he going through the 
Country came thither, and on a Sabtath when we had the Communion, I 
perceived him fiting at the Table, and ſent an Elder to remove him becauſe 
Ot his Scandal: 'T'his Man being one of the Macers, began a Diſcourſe to à- 
nother Macer, railing on them that would not in all things give Obedience 
to the King's Commandment; Alter I had been long ſilent, all I ſaid at laſt was 
The Kings Commandment was, ſaying, anſwer him nor. This 1 perceived in- 
raged him the more. After two Days having taken leave of my Friends in 
Fdinburgh, I went to Leith, and thereafter upon Petition, in regard of my 

Age and infirmity, I obtainedliberty to ſiay in Leith till I thonld remove. 1 
petitioned but for a fe Days to go Home to ſee my Wife and Children, but it 


but could not obtain it. During my ſtay in Leith, 1 was every Day almoſt 
through the whole Day vilited by ſome Friends out of Edinburgh, and fume 
other parts of the Country. A Roll of theſe that viſited me, I have ſet down 
in another Paper apart. In that time thruugh Cold, I took a pain and weak- 
ncis in my Loyns, that for ſundry Days, L was not able to itep or put un or 
take off my own Cloaths, yet in a Months time it departed. I had taken 
the like in Summer 1661 in Edinburgh that keeped me longer, ſo as 1 was forc- 


cd to be taken Home in a Sedan, and for ſe veral Sablaths was carry ed to. 


to the Church in a Chair. At laſt in April 1663, Iwent Abcard Old Jobs 
Allan's Ship, and in eight Days came to Rotterdam. I was many a time in 
Leith well retreſhed:in Conference & Prayer with thoſe that came to viſit me, 
and had the Company of very many Friends when I went Aboard: When I 


came to Noterdam, I found before me the reſt of the Baniſhed Miniſters, iz. 


Matters Robert Trail Miniſter at Edinburgh, Jon Newy at Newmilns, . 
ert M*Sunrd at Glaſeow, James Simt ſonar Airib, John E£rown at Wamphray, 
and James Gardrer at Saddel. Here I got frequent occaſion of Preaching in 
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the Scots Congregation. In December 1563 my Wiſe came to me and brouaht 


two of the Children, the other five were left in Scotland. Hitherto I can ſay 
during my abode in Rotterdam, I have been in my Body as free of pain ang 
Sickneſs, and in my mind as free of Anxiety, as ever I have been all 
my Life during ſo long time, and I make account that my Lot is a 
great deal eaſier, than that of many that are at Home. 

Now when | look back upon the wnole, I find, that the Lord hath 
given me a Body not very Strong and yet not Weak I have ſometimes. 
continued reaſonable long Riding, both Journey and Polt without great 


- wearying I hardly remember that 1 weariel in Reading and Studying, al- 


though L have continued ſome ſeven or eight Hours without rifing. I have 
had my Stomach as well after Rea.ing a whole Day, as aiter Riding or 
any other Exerciſe. Since I begin to Preach I hardly ever uſed any 
Bodily Recreation or Sport except walking, nor had I need of any o- 
ther. There was only two Recreations I was in Danger to be taken with. 
The one I had not the occaſion. ot it but ſome five or flx times, and 
It was Hunting on Horſe.-back, but 1 found 
it very bewitching. The other was tinging in Conſort of Mulick where- 
in I had ſome little skill and took great delight, but it is 36 Years ago 
fince I uſed it. I had twice a hot Fever, once in the School of Sr. 
ling, and again Anno 1622 in Laneræ. From 14, Years of Age till 40, 
I had feveral fits of the Gravel but hardly ever took it, but when ſome 
outward evident Cauſe brought it on, ſuch as faſting, watching, wetneſs 
and cold in my Feet, or immaderate Study. I was of a Wateriſh con- 
ſtitation, and ſometimes troubled with the Tooth-ach I thought the uſe 
of Tobacco helped me. Twice through cold, I hid ſuch a pain inthe 
lower part of my Back, as I could hardly ſtir, once in Ed/nburgh, and 
again in Leith. I was always ſhort fighted, and could not well diſcern 
any thing or Perſon a far off, but hitherto have found no need of Spec- 
tackles, and can Read as long as ſmall Print with. as little Light, and 
with as little wearying as almoſt any other My inclination. and. Diſpo- 
ſition was generally ſoftly Amorous, averſe from Debates, rather given 
to Lazineſs than Kaſhnels, to eaſie to be wrought upon. I cannot ſay 
what Luther affirmed of himſelf concerning Covetouſneſs, but I may ſay 
I have been lefs troubled with Covetouſneſs and Cares than many other 
Evils. I rather inclined to Solitarinels than Company. I was much 
troubled with wandering. of Mind and idle Thoughts. For outward 
things I never was Rich, and I never was in Want, and 1 do not re: 
member that ever T borrowed Money; but once. in Ireland. 3 or 6 Li 
Sterl and got it ſhortly paid. I choſed rather to want ſundry Tings 
than to be in Debt, I never put any thingsto the fore of any Ma:n- 
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tainance I had, yea if it had not ſew for what I got with my Wiſe, 
and by the Death of her Brother, and ſome others of her Friends, I 
could hardly have maintained my Family, by any Stipend I had in all 
the three Places I was in. As tor my Spiritual Condition, I cannot de- 


ny, but ſometimes both in Publick and Private, IJ have found the Lord 


work upon my Heart, and give Conftimations of kindneſs and Engadge- 
ments to his Service; but I do not remember any particular time ot Con- 
veruon, or that I was much caſt down or lifted up. I do remember one 
Night in the Dean of Az/marnocck, having been molt of the Day betvure 
in Compauy with ſome of the People of Stuartoun; who were under 
rare aud iad Exerciſes of Mind, I lay down in ſome Heavineſs that I 
never had experience of any ſuch thing That Night in the midit of 
my Slccp, there canie upon me ſuch a Terrour of the Wrath of God, 
that 11 it had increaled'a ſmall degree higher, or continued a Minute 
longer, I had been in as dreadfull a Condition as ever living Man was 
in, but it was inſtantly removed, and I thought it was ſaid to me with- 
in my Heart, See wat a Foil thou art 10 deſire the Tiing thou couldeſi 
not endure. And that which I thought firange was, that neither the hor- 
ror nor the eaſe out of it wakened me out of my Sleep, but I fleeped 
till the Morning, only the impreſſion of it remained freſh with me tor 
a reaſonable time thereafter. As concerning my gift of Preaching, [ 
never attained to any Accuracy therein, and through lazineſs I did not 
nuch endeavour it. I uſed ordinarly to Write ſome tew Notes, and left 
the Enlargement to the time of the Delivery. J found that much Study- 
ing did not ſo much help me in Preaching, as the getting of my Heart 
brought to a Spiritual Diipolition; yea ſome times 1 thought the hung- 
er of the Hearers, helped me more than, my own Preparation. Many a 
time I found that which was ſuggeſted to me in the Delivery, was more 


Retreihfull to my ſelf, And Editying to the, Hearers than what 1 had 


premeditated. I was often much Deſerted and caſt down in Preaching, 
and ſome times tolerably Afﬀiſted. I never Preached a Sermon that I would 
be ear neu to ice again in Write but two, The one was at a Communion 
on a Munday at the. Kirk of nr, and the other on a Myunaday after 
a Communion in Heh wood. And both theſe times J had ſpent the whole 
Night betore in Conterence and Prayer with .ſome Chriſtians, without 
any more than ordinary Preparation: Otherwiſe my Gift was rather 
ſued to imple Common People, than to Learned judicious Auditors. I could 
hardly ever get my own Sermons Repeated, neither could 1 get the tame 
Sermon Pleached twice, altho' to other Heaters. I thought it became 
leaſt loſs both to my ſelf and others, 1 have ſome times after tome Years, 
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Preached on the ſame Text, but then I behoved to mike ve of new 
Notes. Had I in a right Manner believed and taken Pains, it had been 
better for my ſelf; but by a lazie truſting to Actittanre, in the mcan 
time I keeped my felt bare. handed all my Days. I had a kind of co- 
veting when TI got leiſure and opportunity to Read much, and of differ— 
ent Subjects; And L was oft Cnallenged, thai my way of Reading was 
like ſome Mens luſt, after ſuch a kind of Play or Recreation. JI uicd 
to Read much too fait, and ſo was ſomewhat pleaſed in the time, but 
retained little. My Memory was Wateriſh and Weak, yet hade I im- 
proved it, I might have had better uic of it; for after that I came from 


the Culledge, I did with no great Difficulty, Attain to ſome toilcrable 


iniight in the Hebrew, Chaldee, and ſoinewhat alio of the Syria k: The 
A abic I did eſſay, but the vaſtneſs of it made me give it over I got 
alſo ſo much of the French, the Jtalrar, and after that of the low Duich, 


that J could make uſe of ſundry ot their Books, and of the Spaniſh, 


and high Dulch, that I could make ſome ule of their Bibles, It was 
once or twice laid on me by the Gezeral Aſſembly, to Write the Hiſto- 
ry of the Church of Scotland, fince the late Reformation» 1638 but be- 
ſide my unability for ſuch an undertaking, and my lazie Diſpoſition, I 
could by no Means procure the Materials fit tor fuch a Work, 

Now fince I came to Holland, and to had more leiſure than before, 
when I was deviſing how to imploy my Lime to ſome Advantage, J 
remembered that 7 had ſpent ſome of my former Years in the Study of 
the Hebrew Language, and had a great defire that ſome means might 
be uſed, that the Knowledge of the only true God might be yet more 
plentitully had, both by Miniſters and Profe ſſors, out of the Original 
Text, and for that cauſe, in as ſmall a Volumn as might be, the Or7g- 
dal Text of the Bible might be Printed in the one Column, ay the ſe- 
veral Vulgar Tanſlations thereof, in the other Column in ſeveral Zzbles, 
There fore when I thought what Lame Hanſlition would be fit to join 
with the Origixal Text tor a Latin Bile, I found that for the Old Ie 
tament, Junius his Verſion varies much from the Native Phraſe, and or- 
der of the Hebrew, and *Pagniy's Verſion as Montatnus hath helped it, 
comes indeed near the Hebrew; but if Printed and Read alone. in many 
places it yeilds almoit no Senſes, Therefore I thought Pagnr's own Tran 
lation, would be fitter to put in a Column over azainit the Hebrew. on- 
ly that it were needfull, that in ſeveral Places it might be amended out 
of latter and more Accurat "Tra»/la'/ons. For this Canſe much ot my 
Time in Holland J ſpent, in comparing, Pag»in's Verion with the Cy. 
ginal Text, and with the later Traylazzoss, inch as Anyicr's, The TIA. 
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* Heath of W 
Provoſt of Glaſgoto, who was read pike born neſt e | 
Printing, ſtopped both theſe Enterptiſes. There 
Doctor Leuſden, that a Printer in Urrecht woffaMP 
; © having for the Old Teſſanent Pagrirs Tranſiniion ſo amended, I ſent | 
1 1 Leuſdes all thag Papers, but as yet have not heard of any | 
thing done. Now whether my conſtant Sitting at theſe Studies; or one 
Time upon Buflineſs walking long too and again through the Town, 
without rendering Urine, ſo as at laſt my Urine was Bloody, or any 
other former infirmity, or Age creeping on may have been the Occaſion 
J. en not Determine; but fince the Year 1657 and thereaker, I have 
ſiuch a Conſtant Pain, in my Bladder, eſpècially when I walk, that Thave 


been forced to take 4 Houſe. nearer the Kirk. Vet neither 1 nor ſuch 


— 
- 


 Phyſicighs as I conſult, can be certain whither it be a Stone, or only a 
Carnoſity: in my Bladder. Alſo my Hand hakes ſo, that ſometimes I 
can hardly Write any at all. Otherwiſe I bleſs the Lord, I find hither- 

to no great Deſſe C, either of Body or Mind, | | $4248 
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